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Jffrtirral SSurrait of JnucBtlgatton 

United States Uepartment of Kuattco 

Los Angeles, California 
February 21, 19^8 


Colson. 


ft/' 

[rT*cgff 


Director, FBI 



' fVFcioee.. 

| Mr. Clavia 
fa L' Mr. Ladd__< 


i Sir. NmI 
ft Mr. RcfoJ? 


COttFIDMTIAL 


^ ftlr. Tracy 
\ 

j Mr. Egan.. 



• Mr. G time a 

s 

i Mr. Harfco . 


FORMER SPECIAL SERVICE CONTACT 


> Mr. Jlohr. 

E£r. Pennington..... 
s' Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


( r«Ir. Ncasj 


_| who, as theuBu^M 

was* discussing the action on the part of thq/* 
ng cer tain or^n t zatlons from the tax free list 
>rned* made the statement that he per- 

t victory that donations to these organizations 


Dear Sir: j / \ 

^V. P ft r» An t'1 \r _ 

Taiws, was* discussi: 

Treasury Deparumeirc m removing certain o 
as far as donations are concerned* 
sonally considered it quite a victory tha' 
are no longer deductible from income tax* 


He related that approximatelyN^i ^nr nrrn he * haA n nnmrarflftiimi - 

with Senator BALL of Minnesota wherein th€ __, 

was discussed along the lines of the tax d&dubtitfility phase* 
failed to understand why an organization such as the one he is sponsoring, 
which, according to him, "stands for American ideals" is not deductible from 
income tax, whereas certain organizations he considered to be communist front 
have the deductibility feature* _ 

£Sq Ptf 

-In the conversation referred to with Senator|®ALL, the latter told> 

_[that he inten ded perso nally to get into this situation, not from the 

standpoint of helping_get deductibility for his donors, but to find 

nut the .reason why certain communist front organizations have thi s privileg e, 

_ went on that he had p ersonally checked and found that the| | { 

Jhad been denied the convenience of deduction \ 
from income due to the decision of "one person* 1 in the Treasury Department* 




irom income due 
in Washington* 



kip 


Senator BALL told _that considerable difficulty had been 

experienced in getting any action out of the Treasury Department concerning 
the groups he. deemed subversive. Allegedly the Senator" called the Treasury 
Department asking for a list of those organisations, donations to which are 
deductible, and was told that no such list was avail ableB ALL asked that 
a list be drawn up and was tolcl that thi's was impossible, whereujjpn- l ke wrote 
a letter demanding, as a United States Senator for the people of"Minnesota, 
that a list be furnished him of those organizations, donations to which are 
deductible. As a result of BALL’S activities, the Treasury Department has 
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February 21, I 9 U 8 


stripped eight organizations from the~ list of those which have the 
deductibility feature so far as donations are concerned. 


Allegedly Senator BALL told 


that he had to make three sep¬ 


arate demands upon the Treasury Department before he was able to secure the 
list of org anizations he considered subversive which were deductible from 

|went on that he and his organization were denied this 
and that he personally wondered at that time 


income tax. 

privilege in October of 

whv the Committee for Russian-America n Friendship was deductible when the 

was not. Th is incident is what started 
his conversations with Senator 6ALL, and 


s tated that he persona lly 


feels jhat he has ft made a definite coif^Fibution to A merica,, 
my case or not f I to the 'Tource 1 of much Communist Party 

money 






has a letter from Senator BALL, dated January 2l|th, 


which illustrates the type of communication he had been sending to his con¬ 
stituents in the State of Minnesota concerning the fact that the Justice. 
Department declared certain organizations subversive while the Treasury De¬ 
partment permitted them to be on the tax free list which, in fact, gave . 
Americans the privilege of donating to the downfall of their own government. 

It is felt the above is of interest to the Bureau and it is being 
forwarded for information purposes only. 
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April 6, 1948 
MEMORANDUM FOR 


CC-247 


A 


r. Tolson 


]/ Ut 

V Mi 


Mr. E. A. Tamm, 

Mr. Clegg.,_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nic 


Mr. Rosen_ 
Mr. Tracy_ 
Mr. Carson 

M 

Mr. Egan_ 



Mr. Gurnea. 
Mr. Harbo_ 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Pennington^. 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy. 


SAG Hood ealledpa-bfil:l5 a.m. today and 
advised that Mr. Cecil B. DeBalle is in Washington, 
stopping at the Mayflower Hotel where he will be the 
rest of this week. He stated DeMille was anxious to 
see the Director at his convenience. 


Mr- HnnH Mr- TWaMillftt? 

is with him. 


_1 


In connection with this matter, Mr. Hood 
advised Mr. DeMille had been very helpful to the 
Los Angeles Office. 


Ha*, 

Brit m I 
Jtoii? S 


DMLscmw 



Respectfully, 





D. 


Ladd 
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If 7% Cecil -S. d slit lie 
8010 DeMll* Drive 
SollyiDQOdj Get 1 iforni0 


Dear Ur • DeUilM'w 




.-A#;:?* 
...■ • •• 

L* i / 


I receipt’d your letter of Mqu 6» 
1948 , and u*mt to thank you for scndil$f fie 
tie copy of your addre3o before The^'" 1 '''" 
Club of Detroit on April 19, 1948* Xpt$y1»*i 
indeed thoughtful of you to forward 
o# you “* 



vTS*. 


Inspector J'oftn *T, UcO uifi »advi sed 
me of bio conversation with you^jlm May 10 
and I very much appreciate youfif$cct gracious 
message which he conveyed to iftl# 

Wtth kind regards * 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IS U 

iMez_B¥ 






Sincerely you.fifty 

J, Edgar Boom 
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Mr. To lb on 

Mr. E. A. TamcT 
Mr. Cleg;'_ 

Mr. Glav in 
Mr. Lauc 
Mr, Nichols 
Mr. Rosen • 

Mr, Tracy 

Mi . Eyan_ 

Mir. Gurnea" 

Mr.•Harbo 
Mr, t.ohr 
Mr, Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tarogi' 
Ielek Roorc 
Mr. Nease 
Mins {land' 



NOTE: On May 10, 1948^ BvspfCtf 
Mr, DeMille to offer this? ‘BuPedti 
his visi t t o Washington, at which 

rds to Ur, Hoover, 





Gftire> (Contacted 
k§&ics§s' during 
&§Mille 

ThepDi rector 1 s 


ce 9 HoweverJl wgs noi) cofi't&c’bed by Mr 
hid AethyEtiD Wa&Hington, 
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CECIL B.DeMILLE PRODUCTION./'INC 

2010 DeMILLE DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD. CALIFORNIA 


6 May 1948 


Mr. Tofeon. 

I Mr# E* A.. Tamm... 
ciscg 
Mr. GIsyir 
IrJr. Ladd ^... 

Mr. NWp 
Mr. Boyen..5.. 

Mr. Tracy. 

Mr. Egan.. 

Mr. Gurnea. 

Mr. Harbo.. 

Mr. Mohr.* 

Mr. Pennington jl. 
Mr. Quinn Tai 
Mr. Ncase. 

Miss Gan 


• i 



Hon* J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 

- i 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

Last month I had the opportunity 
to tell The Economic Club of Detroit that checking 
communism was not only your job, but the job of 
every American. I am enclosing a copy of my 
address, which I hope may be of some small help 
in getting other Americans to do their part as 
well as you are doing yours* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS 0 . 

DATE J±U& 


Sincerely, 



V 


WVf » » / _ y. 

BY 



0 

Cecil B. deMille 


CBdM-T 

end* 
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WHILE ROME 
BURNS 


An Address by 

CECIL B. deMILLE 

PRESIDENT, CECIL B. deMILLE PRODUCTIONS, INCORPORATED 
AND PRESIDENT, deMILLE FOUNDATION 
FOR POLITICAL FREEDOM 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
PAT f 

Delivered before 

The Economic Club of Detroit, Detroit, Michigan 

April 19, 1948 
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WHICH? 


“ten years from now a divided ., stunned 
and defeated United States may be trying to 
adjust itself to a communist-ruled world . 

♦ 

“ten years from now a .weary, mangled 
and victorious United States may be trying to 
salvage what it can from the radioactive wreck¬ 
age of the world . 

♦ 

“ten years from now a busy, peaceful 
United States may be helping to push forward 
the frontiers offreedom everywhere in the world” 

* 

THESE THREE PROPHECIES, which I have 
quoted from TIME magazine, ought to be 
printed on the face of every clock in America . 

Cecil B. deMiLLE 






WHILE ROME BURNS 


Fellow Americans: Last night I stood at the window on 
the 25th floor of this hotel and watched the ribbons of 
light radiating from the center of the city reaching out 
into the business buildings, factories, and homes of this 
great city. 

On my desk at home is a silver card tray that was 
presented by this city about a century ago to Peter de Mille 
for bringing light to the City of Detroit. 

I am grateful today for the opportunity of being here to 
ask Detroit to give light and leadership to the nation in 
this fateful hour. 

“Ten years from now a divided, stunned and defeated 
United States may be trying to adjust itself to a commu¬ 
nist-ruled world. 

“Ten years from now a weary, mangled and victorious 
United States may be trying to salvage what it can from 
the radioactive wreckage of the world. 

“Ten years from now a busy, peaceful United States 
may be helping to push forward the frontiers of freedom 
everywhere in the world.” 

These three prophecies, which I have quoted from Time 
magazine, ought to be printed on the face of every clock 
in America. For each hour that passes brings closer the 
fulfillment of one of those prophecies. And which one it 
will be depends on the decisions we make, as the hours pass. 







We are at war, not against the people of any other 
. nation, but against an ideology that exists in all nations. 
The first decision we must make is to recognize that fact. 

In spite of the siren songs of political candidates who 
try to push the war away by appeasement or by some 
form of magic, we are as much at war today as the Vir¬ 
ginia colonists were when Patrick Henry said, “Gentlemen 
cry ‘Peace, peace!’—when there is no peace.” 

It is so far a cold war. The United States will never 
make it a shooting war unless that dreadful decision is 
forced upon us. 

Our enemies will not force us to fight unless they feel 
that we are weak. And so the second decision we must 
make is to keep strong. 

This great city of Detroit is one of the most vital centers 
of our strength because modern wars are decided by 
production. 

The United States is strong and confident today because 
we can out-produce any possible enemy country and 
because we have a most powerful weapon for destroying 
an enemy’s production, the atomic bomb. But there exists 
another weapon for destroying production, a weapon in 
some ways more powerful than the atomic bomb, a weapon 
to destroy production from the inside. It can strike in a 
hundred places at once, and it can destroy production 
without harming the tools of production, which are left 
for the enemy to take over and use. And our enemies 
have that other weapon to destroy production from the 
inside if they control the right to work. 

William Z. Foster, the head of the American Communist 
party, said: “The general strike is no toy. It is a revolu¬ 
tionary weapon of the first order.” Mr. Foster is right. 
Submarines in the Atlantic are less dangerous than sub¬ 
versives in Detroit. That is why I am going before Congress 
next month to ask our government to profit from the 
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narrow escape of France last year and adopt the kind of 
legislation that saved France. 

As you all know, last November, France was pushed to 
the brink of national collapse by a mounting wave of com¬ 
munist-inspired strikes. Transportation was struck; the fuel 
supply was struck; the police force telephones were cut off; 
several million workers had left their jobs; another million 
scheduled their strike vote for the night of November 27th. 

One thing saved France. Premier Schuman went before the 
National Assembly. He kept it in session for 3 3 hours. For what? 

To bring out the army? No. 

To enlarge the police force? No. 

To throw barbed wire entanglements around the gov¬ 
ernment buildings? No. 

He kept the Assembly in session for 33 hours to get the 
legislation for the right to work. He got it, and he got it 
under that name, and it was that legislation that broke 
the communist strangle hold,on the life of France. The 
people went back to work as soon as they knew their gov¬ 
ernment would protect their right to work. 

Communist controlled unions nearly wrecked France. 
Communist controlled unions can wreck America unless 
we take the same measures France took, or stronger meas¬ 
ures, to protect the right to work. Even if we were not at 
war, it would be insane to leave in the hands of any half- 
dozen men the power to paralyze and cripple this whole 
country. Today, it is worse than insane. It is criminal. 

I am not saying that all of the powerful union leaders 
in this country are communist sympathizers or communists. 

I am saying that even if they were angels from heaven, no 
country should hand the keys of its industries, its communi¬ 
cations, and its transportation, to any organized private 
group controlled by half a dozen men. No country should 
leave in their hands the power to control the right to work 
of millions of its citizens. 
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The majority of American working men will not let 
their country down if Congress will free them from the 
sickle of fear that is hanging over their heads. But you leave 
them no choice when you leave control of their right to 
work in the hands of any man or group of men who could 
be tempted to put selfish interests above the nation’s life. 

The right to work is the right to life for the individual 
and for the nation. It is by work that men live. It is by 
production that nations live. 

The plan for destroying us is the same as the plan for 
destroying Hungary, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Finland, 
Italy, Austra, France and every other free nation that 
stands in the way of Soviet world domination. 

Russia did not drop any bombs on the countries that 
have fallen. She did not need to. She rotted them from within. 

In every one of those countries, the native Communist 
party was Russia’s fifth column and was so effective that 
no other columns were needed from outside. The American 
Communist party is our enemy within our gates. Its head¬ 
quarters on 12th Street in New York is the little Kremlin 
of the United States. I do not think there is any arsenal 
there, any atomic bombs or any test tubes of poisonous 
bacteria. The Clement Gottwalds and Anna Paukers of the 
American Communist party feel so sure of our careless 
tolerance, even stupid ignorance, that they are counting on 
other cheaper, neater but no less powerful weapons to 
destroy us. 

Financing communist groups with tax-free funds is 
cheaper than training an army. Poisoning the minds of 
youth through tax-supported schools is more effective than 
poisoning a city’s water supply. Infiltrating labor unions, 
controlling workers through control of their right to work, 
makes slave labor camps unnecessary for the time being. 
Ensnaring well-meaning liberals into communist front 
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organizations is a smart way to use them before the time 
comes to liquidate them. Playing on the grievances of 
minority groups with cynical disregard for their real wel¬ 
fare is a sure way to weaken the nation with internal dis¬ 
cord. Talking about freedom of speech is one of the clever¬ 
est possible smoke-screens for a plot to destroy it. 

On every one of these domestic fronts, they have until 
very recently been winning the war and we have been 
losing it. And yet some gentlemen, here and there in 
America, have told us that we should not talk about the 
right to work. 

Some may think that right to work legislation is an ■ 
unnecessary luxury item. Premier Schuman did not think 
it was a useless luxury on the night of last November 26th. 

Some may think the Taft-Hartley Act takes care of 
communists in labor unions. The Taft-Hartley Act has 
gone a long way in showing up the known communists 
in certain unions. But the hidden communists can per¬ 
jure themselves without blinking an eye. And the fellow- 
travelers who can take the Taft-Hartley oath without 
perjury are often more dangerous than the card-holders 
in the communist party itself. 

I have even been told that instead of asking Congress 
for a right-to-work law, the men and women who have 
been denied the right to work ought to take up hatchets 
and sledge hammers and assert their right to work with 
the same violence that is used against them. It may come 
to that if Congress does not act. But we boast to the world 
because we believe in our hearts that Americans are 
capable of ruling themselves by law, not force. When we 
ask Congress to defend our rights by law, Congress will 
. fail in its American duty if it turns away like Pilate and 
washes its hands. 

And some gentlemen have advised us not to talk about 
the right to work in an election year. They are advising 








us not to rock the boat. They overlook the fact that all the 
while the enemies of our nation are drilling holes below 
the water-line. 

I am unwilling to believe that the majority of Americans 
want to put politics first and liberty last. 

Whatever the 80th Congress may or may not do about 
the right to work, the issue must be raised now. It will 
not wait. If your house is on fire, you do not put off ringing 
the alarm until the fire department comes back from its 
annual picnic. And treason is not taking any holidays 
this year. 

We must realize, as all Americans must realize, that 
there is a treason ring in this country as surely as there is 
a ring for the sale of narcotics. We must realize the kind 
of war we are in. We are not fighting the Kaiser with his 
armies and submarines. We are not fighting Hitler with 
his noisy German-American Bund, and his lunatic fringe 
of native fascists. Today’s enemy is cleverer than either 
of those. 

To see how clever he is, just count the millions in our 
own country that he has already deceived and confused. 
At least five million decent, idealistic, good Americans 
will vote the way the communist party wants them to 
vote for their new third party next November. 

The 81st Congress may well contain for the first time 
in our history a disciplined group of legislators who un¬ 
wittingly or wittingly may be following the leadership of 
a foreign power rather than the interests of the American 
people. It will not be a large group. It will be no larger 
than the first group of communists who took their seats in 
the parliaments of Eastern Europe with the swift tragic 
results we all know. 

We are confident that the communist party did not get 
a majority in the Italian elections yesterday and today. 
But don’t let that mislead us or cause us to relax. Com- 
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munists do not relax after such a little set-back. They are 
just as determined, and just as dangerous after the election 
as they were before. They have never won a national 
majority in any fair and free election anywhere. But in 
country after country they have come to power through 
minorities strong and disciplined enough to demand the 
Ministry of the Interior controlling communications, trans¬ 
portation, the press and the police, and strong and clever 
enough to deceive and confuse millions of decent citizens. 

i 

Our enemy has done his work of deceit and confusion 
well when the courts declare it libel to call a man a com¬ 
munist but do not declare it treason to vote for one. 

It is not enough for us to denounce communism or to 
be shocked when it shows its true face in Bucharest or 
Bogota. We must train ourselves to recognize the false 
face it wears when it stands knocking at our own doors, 
when it walks into our school board rooms, when it walks 
into our churches sometimes in clerical garb, when it sits 
on the ■ faculties of our colleges, when it strides through 
the halls of our government, and tugs at the robes of 
judges on the bench. We must recognize its false face 
when it poses as a friend of labor. And action now means 
personal responsibility to every one of us. 

It isn’t Secretary Marshall’s job, or J. Edgar Hoover’s 
job. It is your job and mine. 

Every one of us here has the precious right to vote. 
Are we asking the candidates who seek our votes where 
they stand on issues like the right to work? Or are we 
waiting to see which bandwagon is likeliest to win the race 
before we climb aboard? We all pay school taxes and many 
of us send our children and grandchildren to the public 
schools. Have we ever taken the trouble to find out whether 
they are being taught the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence or the Medusa-like beauties of collectivism? 

The communists have launched an all-out offensive to 
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capture American youth. Many of our wives and daughters 
may be active in organizations for young women. Have 
you any idea of the shocking degree to which one of the 
strongest and best of those organizations has been infiltrated? 

If we have children of college age, are we encouraging 
them to be as active and militant on their campuses and 
in their student associations as the communist organized 
students are? 

The communists are not only organizing their own 
youth groups, like American Youth for Democracy; they 
are attacking organizations that they cannot take over, 
such as that fine character-builder and training-ground 
for patriotism, the Boy Scouts of America. 

Some time ago at a large Boy Scouts rally in Madison 
Square Garden, the communists went up into the gallery 
and let loose thousands of leaflets ridiculing the Boy Scout 
movement.. Only the day before yesterday, an official of 
the Boy Scouts in New York told me of the stiff opposition 
the Boy Scouts are meeting in the poorer areas of that city. 
I do not believe there is a boy in this country who wears 
the Boy Scout emblem on one lapel and the hammer and 
sickle on the other. 

What are we doing to increase and strengthen this 
magnificent American youth movement? Just silently 
approving it, or getting our clubs and churches to sponsor 
scout troops, and giving our personal services on Scout 
committees? 

Most of us belong to some church. What did our min¬ 
ister preach about yesterday? What doctrines are contained 
in the literature put out by our church boards and councils? 
The Word of God or the lies of Lenin? 

Many of us negotiate with unions. Are we backing up 
the protection the Taft-Hartley Act gives to the individual 
worker, or do we find it more profitable to connive with a 
union boss to evade the law? 
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Some of us, like myself, may be union members. Do we 
go to meetings? Have we spotted the communists and 
party-liners in our ranks? Are we fighting them? Or is it 
easier to coast along and compromise until we find our¬ 
selves in the grip and at the mercy of a red-ruled board 
of directors? 

An unorganized majority is always at the mercy of an 
organized minority. And organization means hard work 
and sacrifice. Of course, we are all very busy making 
automobiles or motion pictures. It takes a lot of time. 
We cannot delegate our responsibilities. Well, being a good 
American is worth some time, too, and we cannot delegate 
that responsibility either. 

If any man in this room suspected that he might have a 
cancer, he would drop everything and fly to the best 
cancer specialist he could find anywhere in the country. 

Well, a red cancer is gnawing at the vitals of this nation 
and the world. The symptoms are plainer and more 
aggravated every day. We are the doctors. I hope that 
history will not write us down in the words of Job as 
“physicians of no value.” 

It is almost impossible for Americans to imagine America 
losing a war. But we shall certainly lose this war if we do 
riot first understand the kind of war it is and then throw 

"v * 

all our energies into fighting it. If we lose, there will be 
no one to blame but ourselves. We have material wealth, 
we have productive capacity, we have brains and skill 
and, most important of all, we have the spiritual strength 
of freedom under God. That sort of spirit is America’s 
strongest arm, but too many of us have let it grow rusty 
from disuse. Far too many of us have set up financial 
success as the only goal of life. We have not had time for 
anything but making money. 

Can we wonder if our own example has led people to 
value security higher than liberty? 
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Can we wonder very much if our own children tell 
us that patriotism, honor, decency and spirituality are 
“corny,” or if they come to the conclusion that there is 
not much to choose between the golden calf and the 
hammer and sickle? 

If we think that we can halt the red tide without the 
individual, personal, complete re-dedication of ourselves 
and all we have to the ideals of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence and the Bill of Rights, then our end is not far off. 

We must take those ideals out of their marble shrines 
and put them to work in daily life, in our factories, in our 
union halls, in our schools, in our churches, in our legisla¬ 
tures, in our courts. If you agree with what I have said, 
work for the right to work. Put that slogan at the bottom 
of the letters you write. Get your newspapers and radio 
stations to work for the right to work. Get your representa¬ 
tives in industry, in government, in your national and state 
organizations to work for the right to work. Get the truth 
to the millions who do not realize that while they have the 
right to strike, there is no law that protects their right to work. 

The communists are working at being communists 24 
hours a day. Let us work at being Americans 24 hours a 
day. It will cost us something; I know that. If we fail, it 

• i 

will cost us everything, us and our children and all the 
world. But if we win, we shall have built a triumphal arch 
through which the generations of all mankind may march 
to freedom. 

The stones of that arch are the liberties to which our 
forefathers pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor. Its two foundation stones are political free¬ 
dom and the right to work. Many hands, now dead, have 
quarried and have carved the stones. Only our hands can 
set them firmly in place. Seldom has providence or history 
given any people a task so worthy of all our hands and hearts. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


You will recall that Cecil Bi r deMille endeavo0 
to see the Director several weeks ago when he was in Washington. 

We made a par available to him at that time and offered to be of 
any further assistance which he declined. Atsthdt time, wheni-he 

returned to Los Angelas, he said he would be '’back in the near 

future and was most hopeful of having an opportunity to, .personally 
talk to the Director. v ‘ 

Tonight, ABAC Ellsworth of L 03 .Angefps phoned advising 
that Mr. #eMille had contacted him, stating hp was proceeding to 
Washington and would arrive in this city at 8':£0. a.m. Monday morning. 
May 10. He has Drawing Room C, Gar 60, on the Capitol Limited on 

the B&O and will go directly to th'e Mayflower Hotel where he has 

reservations. Ellsworth furnished information in the event 

we wanted to have someone meet him at the station'. - 

f deMille has. several appointments on Monday morning but 
would be available during the afternoon and the following day, 
Tuesday, and hopes it might be possible to see MrHoover then. 


Mr. Tolaon l^** 

Mr. E: A. Tamm 

v. . • - > 

Mr. Cleg g ■;#§ 

Mr. Glavi n " ■? 

Mf. L^ dd i 

(lOpNi chol *^ * 

Mr. Rosen f ^ 

Mr. Tr a cy 

* •• '..a* 

Mr. E g a n_ _ 

Mr. Gurnea 

—- ^ 

Mr. Harbo ^ il 

Mr. Mohr / ^ 

■ ■ -v : v 

Mr. Pennington_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

7':: 

Mr. Nea s e_ •, 

fel filr Gandy 


i?-•' 









pr v*i 

' v rr . 

. • -a 


deMille expects to leave Washington on the Capitol Limi 
at 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 12, and in the event there should be 
a railroad strike, he will stay over until the 13th as he has an 
airplane reservation on that date. ; / 


/: 






blC 


accompany Mr. deMille who is schedule* 
Committees on the Hill to testify * 9 


o appear before one of the 
Mayflower Hotel Monday 


It i3 recommended that we call^tfye Mayflower Hotel Mon 
morning and make a car availahg k %-\toSi&V&&$'il'ti a'hd should the 
Director be available and will indicate a time-wfifen he might be 
able to see Mr. deMille, we will relay this inf&Ttndiion likewise 
to M r. deMil le. 


Resndmfully 


JJM: FML 
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L. B. Nichols 


22 1948 


- Mr. Jones r 

Mr. Nease THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 

EvDESilOYEDAFTERiACIil^felg 
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//Wr. Tolson_ 

y Mr. E. A. Tamm, 
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Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd._ 

UT> Nichols 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ME* TOLSON 


RE: CECIL B- DEMI LEE 


Mr. Rosen 

1,1,1 1 ■■ 1 1 1 y 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Egan 

M r. Gur n e a , 

■ ■■■ — 

Mr. Ha r b o 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Mr. Nease- \ ' ? 

. . "V . ; :- t 

Miss Gandy 


m 

TJir r 4 


o ® 


Cecil B . dem%l& who is at the Mayflower was telephoned 

by Mr* McGuire yesterday morning and informed that the Director 
learned he was going to be in the city and wanted to offer any 
assistance to him while he was here • Mr, deMille stated he 
appreciated that so much and wanted his warmest regards extended 
to the Director, He said at the moment he could not think of 
anything but if he did he would not hesitate ; We made an 

offer of an automobile and he said he apprecigttd^t^at to a-hut. 
did not need one at the moment and if he did hs^^i^^ddlX : 

Mr. McGuire • He did not at this time specif i to see the 

Director while he is in the city, 

RespectfuXWii 
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L, B. Nichols 
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April 13, 


Mr. Cecil f*dim-lie 
8:010 $6 Mill* Srivo 
foilywood, California 


Star Mr. 


lies 


, X regretted 9*0*'%uah wndldftQt k-owt 
an opportunity of Jwtvf ng a t *f#iJr While 

you user* in rdtlC'Ln.gtofL. L ,,I-ha-dbeep in <pwtf oytt 
of ny of fie' ell »««*■ prior'ty leaving town ' 
Saturday ofter-uoon. 

I did *<?*#. s&m- oiod canoeljation 

of an *pp-otmt*ont and X regr-eirtyd' oo much my 
Offio~' *»• unable, to 0.9.t, iA to-uak With you at 
that time. jh>:**ihly on yourn - yi$rt to 
Washington; wo will hoy-t hotter lu&k. ' 


fttk best might 9 


kind rogrardg, 


Sinatroly year9., 





ilo? r'Zi- r.T nr*. (*,-, „ 

A q pav-Bj^ 
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) F F I C E MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: Director, FBI 


DATS: August 8, 1950 


FROM : BAC, Los Angeles 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL SERVICE CONTACTS - v 

•Re SAC Letter #50 dated July 31, 1950. 

The Los Angeles Office has continued to maintain contact with 
several of the individuals who were Sneoial Service Contacts of this office 


_ Each of these individuals has been called 

upon to obtain and furnish information in connection with numerous investi¬ 
gations, and it is felt that no specific offer of their services is neces¬ 
sary in order to place them in the category-of Special Service Contacts, 
and accordingly, it is recommended that eabh of them be designated as such 
at the present time. 

For the Bureau's information and record purposes there are set forth 
below the full name3 and telephone ftumbers of these individuals together 
with background information concemihg each individual: 



omia 


Unpub. Phene 

He is 

various groups o 


(Residence) 

M. ■ 

(Residence Phone) 
(Business) .* 
(Business Phone)i 




</ ■ v )r 

V:; “4 



and is active in 

e doiaile Foundation For Political 


various groups oi this nature, as well as the doiaile Foundation For Politi 
Freedom which is an endowed organization operating on a nationwide basis to 
further the cause of Americanism. He is active in business and financial 
concerns and is well-known to many governmental officials throughout the 
country. He is able to obtain information on individuals in any of these 
fields, and he is extremely discreet and tactful. 



Beverly Hi 
CRestviewl 


lalifomia 


Paramount Pictures, Ii 
5451 Marathon 
Hollywood, California 
Hollywoo d 2411 
(Private 

RBH:M2S 
aIR MAIL 


(Residence) 


(Residence Jhone) 


(Business) 


(Business Phone) 
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Director, FBI 


RE: SPECIAL SERVICE CONTACTS 

He is_Paramount Pictures, Incorporated, 

in Hollywood, and is able to obtain all types of information on individuals 
in the industry. In addition, he is the director of several well-known 
national organizations and has extensive contacts in the business and fin¬ 
ancial world. a is active behind thescenes in political matters and has 
a wide acquaintance with federal and state officials throughout the country. 
He can be utilized for information in any of the above-mentioned fields. 



Beverly H ills. Cal ifornia 
CRestviewl 1 


(Residence) 
(Residence Phone) 


b 7P 


Paramount Studios 
5451 Marathon 
Hollywoo d. Califo 
Hollywood 

\ Privatp_ 

- He is[_ 

such handles ali 
by this company. 


(Business) 
(Business Phone) 


He is_paramount Studios and as 

such handles all contracts for individuals who appear in any pictures made 
by this company. He is in a position to obtain information about actors, 
writers, producers and directors, and can always obtain information con¬ 
cerning their whereabouts and employment at any time. n e has obtained in¬ 
formation about comparative unknowns in the motion picture industry by having 
them come to his office for interviews, and on occasions, he has afforded 
than temporary employment in order to obtain background information, contacts 
and other data concerning such persons. He is able to obtain employment 
for informants for cover purposes when nebessary. 


Residence 


San Marino 
SYcamorq 


.ifomia 


(Residence Phone) 


(Business) 


Los Ang< 
Phone : 


He is the a trustee of California 

Institute of Technology, and a director ei numerous corporations and as such, 
has very extensive acquaintances in the business and financial fields. He is 
able to obtain any type of information concerning persons in industry and 
also is able to place in industry informants and others who need appropriate 
cover. 'Hie operations of his company are worldwide and the facilities at 
his cam,:and are almost without limitation. 
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Director, FBI 

HE::' SPECIAL SERVICE CONTACTS 



"Los Angeles Examiner", operate; 
almost exclusively in the motion picture field, and it is felt that there 
is sufficient coverage in the persons mentioned before, so it is not neces¬ 
sary to utilize him as a Special Service Contact at this time, "bile there 
has not been any indication of a breach of trust on his part during thetime 
that he served as a Special Service Contact before, I am reluctant to 
utilize a newspaper source in this capacity unless there is some very 
special field of activity in which he operates and there is no other ap¬ 
propriate coverage in itj and since that is not the case, he is not being 
considered as such a contact at this time. - As with the other individuals, 
however, he has been utilized from time to t-ime to render assistance and 
it is not believed that any special request will be necessary from him in 
order to reactivate him as a Special Service Contact. 


Bureau authority is requested to have Special Agent 
designated to handle the details cf this program, and he will oe the main 
contact Agent with each of the individuals mentioned. He is presently ac¬ 
quainted with them and has handled numerous interviews to date. 
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LOS ANGELES 


August 30, 1950 


Oii *Jy 
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Reference is made to your letter of August 8, 

1950, under the caption Special Service Contacts, In view 
of the infonnation which you have furnished concerning the 
captioned individuals, it is requested that you include 
these Individuals in the Special Service Contacts list of 
your office. It is requested that a blind memorandum be 
submitted to theBureau on each of these individuals re¬ 
flecting in the caption the name and symbol number in each 
instance. These blind memoranda should include the back¬ 
ground information requested in SAC Letter # 50. For 
your information, these memoranda mil be included in the 
individual files being opened on these persons. No 
derogatory information appears in the Bureau files concerning 
these persons. 


You are authorized to have SA 
handle the details of -this program in your, on ice 
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SUBJECT* 
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ECU 3, 


deMULE, 


prominent Hollywood Motion Picture iroducer 


and Director, was bom on August 12, 1331 at Ashfleld, Massachusetts, a;id 
received his college education at the Pennsylvania Military Acadany and 
the American Acadesy of Dramatic Arts. Following completion of his college 
career, deMULE engaged in playwrlghting aid produced theatrical shows in 
Mew York, In 1902 he came to Los Angolas where he became associated with 
the production of legitimate stage plays aid by 1912 became interested in 
motion picture productions. 


In 1912 he formed the J OS LASKY Feature Film Company in associa¬ 
tion with Mr, LASKY and Mr. SAMUEL OOLDWiN, This enterprise eventually 
came to be known as the famous Lasly Players, and subsequently in the middle 
1930’s became Paramount Pictures, .'no, Mr. deMULE has been associated 
actively with this tlieatrical coronary throughout the years of its existence 
and at the present time, is a director in the Paramount Pictures Corporation 
and produces and releases motion picture productions through the facilities 
of the corporation. 


On August 16, 1902 deMULE married CONSTANCE ADAMS in Orange, 

New Jersey, and the couple have three adult children, Mr. deMXLLE presently 
resides with his wife at 2010 deUillc Drive, Los Angeles, California, 

(residence telephones—QL 2931 and I X) 1—3329), 


Mr, deMULE is presently the President of the C. B. deMULE Pro¬ 
ductions which maintain their offices on the Paramount Jtudio lot at 
5451 Marathon Avenue, Los Angeles. % is currently a director in the 
Motion Picture Association and in the Screen Directors Guild. 3h the past 
he has produced radio plays and founded the deMille Foundation for Politioal 
Freedom, presently serving as foundation president. 


j&i 191B he founded and operated the Mercury Aviation Company, 
a California airline operating out of San Francisco, Bakersfield, and 
Los Angeles, 


During the past war Mr, del-ill .LE held a eonodssian of Major in 
the Ignited States Arny Signal Corps Reserve and has been aflcceedingly 
active in anti-Communist organisations in the Hollywood area. 









Mr. HaMTT.Tjr. has boon awarded honorary degrees from Pennsylvania 
Military Academy and: the University of Southern California well as having 
received a great number of awards and citations for his motion picture pro¬ 
ductions* 

Mr. deMILLE has been exceedingly cooperative with this office and 
through his business and financial connections can furnish valuable assis tan oe 
to this office* 
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DlRiCfTB, FBI 
SAC, lo s Angeles 
SPBCIAT SERVICE CO! TACTS 


November 25, 1950 


r- 


C: 


FAC letter No. 74, Series 1950, dated October 16, 1950. 




During the past three io$ijthfi| 
of the Los Angeles Office who Is 


itcv-:- j$ 

Kf \ 



aoeciai service contact 


r 


associated with Paramount J£ictures, 5451 furs 


Avenue, Los Angeles, 


« *%%$ regularly furnished this office ifpbrmntion conceming the activities of 

• .‘ih^ivicua1 m otion picture directors wjxb are suspected of bding associated w^th |-he 
■» fliUmmi st, Party or supporting Communist Party policies. During this period 



. ' 4 ; d'i, I 
•;l' -X'f <7 An 

.. . 


fcv <-■- 


s requested to te^ke available information concerning the controversy 


=v .• v-r mm c h took ols ce in the Screen Dire ctors Guild over the .installation of a loyalty 


mdfcih 'or members of that organisation, and though his position as an Executive 
. ^ Jfi ter was able to furnish complete ±n3|pfcatior to this office concerning 

individuals who opposed this loyalty oath ifcd the tactics employed by them. i>2 
the present time he ha* agreed to furnish information concerning the efforts 
T*‘being mare by the Motion Picture Industry Council to establish an industry wide blC 
>uq; 4 r^ 0 yalty oath for the option picture, industry. His. services" aye regv^larly utilizer 

sJd&mXi this office ad a .aoecinl servie* contact. 

. ** %’ 

*;•*•*' *•*'. 




hr , 

y* -v. 


special service contact 


pf this office, has 


^,u,«^r in s the past three months assisted this office in furnishing information cor.- 
..p^f^l^^rning the efforts ox the Motion Picture Producers Association to eiirinc.te any 
Bj^^lwunist influence whichcurrently exist. He has regularly been. contacted 
i information concerningii'ibtion picture producers who are Suspected of supporting 

kk^fl&x Conpunist Party. Heuhib-recently made available information concerning the 

gram which the hot ion" Picture Producers Association are endeavor! ^ r to establish 
counteract ry Cornmuhiatbinfluence in the production of pictures 


■ 1 W«- * r .4 

W*-.< .x. 'jwtq. 


during this txrrlod, ha*C;he«rfcncieavoring through his numerous contacts to assist 


rv.* *-!• • - w,; ; 


»§§* office in obtaining some employment leads for ANGELA JFAf CALOFIBJS, former 
Rw Tor' C?-XI,Who is encountering some difficult.'.’ in obtaining satisfactory 

employment. "X.' h7r 




soccial service contact 


Parajigpat Pictures and 


of^ipis office, has regularly difiring the past three 
lonths furnished information concerning the activities of motion picture actors 
and actresses who are Communist Party suspects. Through this contact this office 
s recently afforded a review of a script entitled *&ive Them, Mo Heat 11 . written 


by HHALIAS ' . C -LDOh, From inform.- tion furnished him by former SA 

this scri’t is an Fpl story and related the function of the FT I in a 


JKCsfcih 
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LA 100-9&06 


solution of a major kidnaping case. 


has also furnished 


valuable information to this office concerning the background and business 
^activities of several theatrical agents in Hollywood who have represented a 
fwanibef ©f actors and actresses who have been associated with Communist Party 
^activities in Hollywood. He is currently endeavoring to obtain current infor¬ 
mation concerning the activities of several Hollywood theatrical agents in 
connection with their representation of clients who are suspected of Communist 
Party activities 
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ring the past three months. 


who is special service contact 


b2 


of this office, has furnished 


information concerning the alleged sh ipment of pe troleum from the Western 


b7C 


e to the Chinese Gomwaaists. 


has made inquiry concerning 


4his situation among bis associates in the petrol®®* Industry, and has accepted 
an assignment to advise this office of any infepwstion which he may develop 
regarding the shipment of petroleum from any gf the Western Hemisphere producing 
areas to the Orient. Inasmuch as his concern engages in world wide production 
and distribution of petroleum products, II is considered that valuable informa¬ 
tion may be developed through him concerning the sale of this material to 
nations engaged in Communist aggression. His services are regularly utilised 
by this office as a special service contact. 


These special service contacts have all expressed a desire to 
cooperate with this office to the fullest extent, and specific examination will 
regularly be afforded them in order that their services to the Bureau may be 
completely utilized. 
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SP8RUL SKRTICF CONTACT 


March 26, 1951 
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Daring' the past four months, special service contacts of this office 
hare been regularly utilised as sources of. importation concerning special 
matters pertaining to the fields of endeavor in which they are engaged. 


Special service contact ! p as been regularly contacted for 

information concerning the activities of, the Screen Directors Guild, with 
which organisation he is associated, and for specific information concerning 
the Communist sympathies of individual Guild members. This contact has 
regularly been In a position to furnish valuable information concerning 
Communist activities within several Hollywood notion picture guilds# 


Special service contact_ 

1951, for Sarasota* Florida, where ha 
connection with the m otion picture 
a story concerning 




left Los Angeles on January 2h, 

■wnf.il Manfth IQ. 19Si. in_ 


el*x T 'ti k* 


’non 





special service contagf |_ _|La presently directing I OF T, 

Pictures, Incorporated/ Hnllvwoo rj. While in contact with the eiyCus in 
Sarasota, special service contact ape alert to the possibilities of 

obtaining information concerning subversive activities being carried on 
among any of the foreign circus performers who had previously resided in 
countries behind the Tree Curtain. Upon his return from Sarasota, special 
service contact pdvised that no .indicntion had been received by him 

that any of the foreign performers then associated with the circus might be 
engaged in any activities detrimental t# £he best interests of this government ; 
however, this contact Stated that his association with this group was very 
limited and strictly of « professional nature# 
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Special service contact_ig,-presently endeavoring to 

> oraation concerning the organisational structare and personnel of 
ititled "Theatre for Freedom** wf&ch is alleged to have a number of 
personalities connected with it and to have been formed for the 
■ projecting propaganda ini# foreign countries concerning the 
L and motion picture enterprises in the United States. 
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Jr or t 
.e on 


on the rood with thq for a 

period of »ppwv*-iTna+,»ty nnm wmtth ffwmiwH ntr w> ipff l B* 1 - While Ott 

this tour, special service contact |_[rill he alert to the possibilities 

of obtaining any information concerning j r ub i m%i va activities -which might be 
of interest to this Bureau, and will advise this office upon his return to 
Hollywood, 

During the past f our months, regular contact has been maintained 
with special service contact] |Tor information concerning the aotivitie* 

of individuals who are suspected of entertaining Ceassunlst sympathies within 
the executive brackets ef the notion picture industry. This contact has been 
in a position to furnish this office complete information concerning the 
functions of the Motion Picture Industry Council said the ideas expressed 
concerning Cosnmnist activities and the djiUbliahahttt of a industry-wide 
loyalty oath for the motion picture Industry by individual council members* 
This contact has regularly, when requested, furnished valuable information 
concerning the backgrounds, activities* and political ayapathies of several 
top motion picture executives* 

Special service contac t b saently made available iiiformation 

concerning the identities of Hollywood personalities who were served with 
subpocnaes to appear before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
connection with the C«Bsaittee , s investigation of Coaamnist activities in 
Hollywood, Through his contact with industry organisations and national 
political personalities* this source has bUftt in a position to make avail¬ 
able considerable confidential informatlea.-ef value concerning the action to 
be undertaken by the industry and goverrasfljrt. agencies with regard to the 
ferreting out of Communists and subversive elements* 

Special service contact T ~| ia alert to detect any activities 

of a Communist nature on the part of any motion picture studio executives 
with whom he is in contact and has agreed to Aannodlaiely bring any information 
of this nature to the attention of this office, 

-special service contact f I who is 

___| of California, has been regularly contacted during the past four 

months and has furnished information to this office concerning the security 
program being undertaken by his company and by Pacific Airmotive 
Corporation, 29h0 North Hollywood flfcy, Burbank* California* The Pacific 
Airmotive Corporation has .vital contracts with the United States Air Force 

and th^__(controls the organization through the ownership of 

approximately 50 per cent of Pacific Airmotive Corporation '3 stock. 

This contact has also been alert to obtain any information of value 
to this office concerning the shipment of petroleum or petroleum by* 
products to the Orient where such prodneta eight be made available to the 
Communist groups engaged in conflict In Korea or China* 
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Special (Service contact has aim suggested several 

individuals who are active in the Maritime Unions o% the Pacific Coast •who 
might readily be utilised by this Bureau as confidential sources of 
information oencerning Cnremmlg fr activitie s inasmuch a* these individuals are 
known to special service contact | to be exceedingly anti-Conraranist« 

This contact has agreed to furnish any infonaation concerning 
subversive activities costing to his attention “through the Union Oil Company 
or any of his other extensive contacts to this office# 

During the past four months , special service contac fias 

regularly been contacted for information concerning actors and actresses who 
have been active in Hollywood action picture work and who, in the past, 
have given indications of Communi st Party sympathies. In his position, 
special service contact Is able tp furnish extensive information 

concerning the m o v e men t s ana activities of prominent motion pictnre 
personalities whose activities are of interest to this office* 

Special service contact_in Jawuay, 195>1, furnished 

information concerning tile productistt plans for a motion pictnre entitled 
"The Inquest," which story had been reliably repotted to contain the type 
of material which weald iqnH itself to Communiat propaganda. 

Special service contact] during this period, also furnished an 

analysis of the stotry, "Qive T h e - M" H««t • wwi ±±^ui by CHARLES R. CONDON, 
concerning former Special Agent | experiences in the 

which wag prepared by the Story Department of Paramount Studios, 
Incorporated, and vrhioh clearly evaluated the motion picture possibilities 
of this story* This contact has also been alert to the possible sale of this 
story for a motion picture production and has agreed to advise this office 
when any sale of the script for a motion picture production comes to his 
attention* 

Through this special sarviSfe contact, this office has been enabled 
to obtain considerable confidential information concerning the individuals who 
are functioning as motion picture agents in Hollywood, and any Communist 
sympathies entertained by individual agents* 

Special service contact_ hew also made available information 

during this period concerning the motion ^picture production, "My Son John," 
which production is presently being undertaken by Paramount Pictures under the 
direction of LEO tlcCARET, and which story has several roles played by 
7*B.I» Agents* 

Special service contact | has agreed to furnish ary 

information concerning subsequent Hollywood motion pictures which might have 
Communist propaganda in them or a number of Communist Party sympathisers 
connected with their production to this office# 
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During the past 6 months Special Service Contacts of this 
office have been regularly utilised as sources of information in 
their respective fields of endeavor. Regular assignments for 
Information have been made to them and they have cooperated 
completely with this office in these matters, 

Soecial Service Contact has been engaged during the 

spring and summer—maja±iaa_ a£. xn£L 3 _X 5 »*»«> j--< of a motion 

pic ture entitled! _ a story concerning 

the l which is being pro¬ 

duced for Paramount Pictures. During the months of April and May 
this contact was absent from the Los Angeles area for varying 
periods of time in connection with this production and thus 
regular contacts were not possible. However, since June 1951 
regular contacts have been maintained with this source and he has 
furnished valuable assistance to this office on several occasions. 


Although Special Service Contact | | La no l° n S er o* 1 

the Executive Board of the Screen Directors <*ulld, he regularly 
furnishes information concerning the activities of Guild members 
whom he believes may be Communist Party members or Communist Party 
sympathizers. He likewise has made available information concern¬ 
ing th^ program and policies of the current Screen Directors 
Guild officers. Special Service Contact| has during the 

period furnished considerable information regarding individuals 
in the motion picture industry who were being investigated by the 
Los Angeles Office for positions with the TJ. S. Department of 
State in connection with the Voice Of Amerioa program. Through 
his extensive acquaintanceshlpand activities in the motion 
nicbure industry he has beetjJSible to assist this office greatly 
in the conducting of these investigations. This contact has also 
been in a position to furnish some Information concerning the 
activities of individuals employed in the motion picture Industry 
whom he suspects of following the Communist Party line. 

Special Service Contact assisted this office in 

furnlsihlng Information requested regarding several motion picture 
actors and actresses who were being considered for roles in the 
motion picture "Walk East On Eeacon.” In this regard it is to be 
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noted that Special Service Contan±l_ I furn ished extensive 

Information concerning actress ! I whom he originally 

brought to Hollywood for motion picture work and who was under 
contract to him for a number of years. 

This Special Service Contact has currently endeavored 
to obtain extensive background Information concerning several 
motion picture directors who have been identified with the 
Communist movement. He Is in a poaltlon to obtain sueh inform¬ 
ation discretely and also to properly evaluate It because of his 
past association with these individuals in the Screen Directors 
Guild*s affairs. 


Special Service Contact |during the past 6 months 

has regularly furnished information to this office concerning 
the activities of the Motion picture Industry Council and the 
program being undertaken by that group In order to defeat 
Communism in the motion picture Industry. He has been in a 
poaltlon to furnish significant information concerning the 
program which was being Invoked bf the House Committee On Un- 
^merlcan Activities In connection with that group* a inquiry into 
Communism In Hollywood. As an active anti-Communist this contact 
has been In a position to furnish considerable valuable inform¬ 
ation concerning the sympathies and political positions of a 
number of major motion picture executives with whom he is 
regularly associated. He has also furnished considerable back¬ 
ground information of value concerning some motion picture 
executives who are considered to entertain sympathy for the 
Communist position. 


Special Service Contact has assisted this office 

extensively In connection with tne inquiries being made for the 
Voice Of America Division of the State Department by furnishing 
pertinent information regarding the activities of a number of 
Hollywood personalities who have made application for clearance 
to work on State Department projects. 


Special Service Contact |_jls currently working 

closely with the executives of several other Hollywood motion 
picture studios in an effort to ferret out those individuals 
suspected of being Communists or of entertaining Communist Party 
sympathies. He regularly advises this office concerning the 
progress which has been made in this regard and also has 
furnished names of Individuals employed in the motion picture 
Industry who are suspected of following the Communist Party line. 


2 - 







LA 100-9606 


He has agreed to furnish this office with all significant 
information Which he may develop through his current activities 
and will likewise keep this office advised regarding the anti¬ 
communist program which the Committee Of Motion Picture Organis¬ 
ations hop^s to establish for the Production and Distribution 
Branches of the motion picture Industry. 


Special Service Contact 
Union Oil Company of California, 


an executive of the 
has been absent from the Los 

Angeles area for varying periods of time during the past 6 


months• Due to his absence from the city regular contacts have 
not been possible, however, he has furnished.-information to this 
office concerning possible sources of Information which might be 
of assistance in Investigating Communist activities in the 
shipping Industry on the west coast. Through ills extensive 
acquaintanceship with business and labor leaders he has been 
able to smuggest several valuable sources of Information to this 
office. 



Thil'p contact has also been alert during the past 6 
months for any information whloh would be of value to this 
Bureau concerning the shipment of petroleum and petroleum by¬ 
products to the Orient where such products might he available 
to Communist groups engaged In the war in Korea or China. 
Through extensive production and distribution activities In the 
petroleum field which are carried on by the Union Oil Company 
this contact Is in a good posltloli to furnish Information of 
significance concerning any large scale shipments of petroleum 
from any concern operating on the west coasts of North or South 
America. 


This contact has agreed to furnish any information con¬ 
cerning subversive activities within the petroleum Industry or 
the shipping industry which may come to his attention. It is 
anticipated \that his services will be more regularly utilized 
during the ensuing months as he has indicated that he will spend 
most of his time In the Los Angeles area. 


Special Service Contact 


has been regularly con- 


b2 


tacted during the past 6 months concerning information on actors, 
actresses, and agents who have been active In the Hollywood 
motion picture aoene and who. In the past, have given indications 
of Com munlAt P arty sympathies. In hla position Special Service 
Contact Is able to furnish extensive Information concern¬ 

ing the backgrounds, careers, and .activities of a number of new¬ 
comers to the Hollywood motion picture industry. 
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During the past 3 months Special Service 'Contact ) 
has furnished Information concerning the backgrounds, characters 
and activities of a number of Hollywood and New York motion 
picture actors and actresses who have been considered for roles 
in the production "Walk East On Beacon." In Instances where 
information concerning actors and actresses has not been avail¬ 
able to this contact, he has readily accepted assignments to 
obtain the same and has been highly cooperative with this office 
in all respects. 


Recently Special Service Contact l ( was, through his 

position , able to furnish 1p fy>r»n»it-.irm concerning the whereabouts 

of actor 


t 


n 


whom the XT# S. Marshal desired to 
locate in order that a subpoena might be served on him to appear 
before the House Committee On Hn-American Activities hearings, 
during that group’s current inquiry on Communism in Hollywood 
which is scheduled to commence on September 17, 195l« 


Through this contact this office has received valuable 
Information concerning motion picture productions which are 
being planned by several studios wherein the FBI may be 
mentioned or an FBI Agent role may be portrayed. This contact 
has been alert to determine any possible Communist Party prop¬ 
aganda in any recent motion pictures which have been produced In 
Hollywood and has accepted an assignment to advise this office 
concerning any new motion picture productions which he feels 
may contain Communist propaganda. 
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Mr. CECIL B. DeMILLE, Motion picture Director asso 

ated with Paramount Pictures. Inc... _Marathon Avenue. Los 

Angeles 28, California,!_ _|of this 

office, is presently en route to Miami, Florida, to make an 
address before the annual national convention of the American 
Legion* Mr. DeMILLE is scheduled to arrive in Miami on Sunday, 
October ll|, 195>1 and will stay at the Sans Souci Hotel in 
Miami Beach* 


Mr. DeMILLE will remain in Miami until Thursday, 
October 18, when he will travel by train to New York City, 
arriving there on Friday, October 19. While in New York Mr. 
DeMILLE will be registered at the Plaza Hotel. 

According to his present itinerary, Mr. DeMILLE will 
leave New York on Saturday evening, October 20, 195l» arriving 
in Chicago on Sunday morning, October 21, where he will stay 
at the Ambassador East Hotel until Monday morning, October 22, 
when he will depart by train for the return trip to Los Angeles* 


Inasmuch as Mr. DeMILLE is a very splendid contact of 
this office, it has been suggested to him that he get in touch Y 
with the Special Agents in Charge of the/6f£Vc 

which he will visit, for any courtesies whiuh tm^^ui^^'might ' 
be able to afford him. 



The identities of the Special Agents in Charge of 
the Miami, New York, and Chicago offices have been afforded 
Mr. DeMILLE, and it is suggested that contact l^t-giade with 
him by representatives of the offices mention edgin' order to 


afford him all possible courtesies. 
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SPECIAL SERVICE CONTACTS, 

LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 

J 

Remylet dated 9 / 17 / 51 . 

Throughout the past six months Special Service Con¬ 
tacts of this office have been regularly contacted and their 
services utilized for information in their special fields of 
endeavor. Regular assignments to furnish information have 
been accepted by these sources and complete cooperation 
between these individuals and has prevailed. 

Special Service Contact a prominent 

associated witn paramount Pictures, Inc., 

5451 Marathon Avenue, Los Angeles, has regularly brought to 
the attention of this ’office information concerning individuals 
in the motion picture industry whom he suspects of being 
sympathetic to the Communist cause. This source has also 
made available information concerning individual members of 
the Screen Directors Guild whom he believes have supported 
pro-Communist issues in that organization during the past 
several years. Through this source valuable information has 
been received by this office concerning Hollywood motion 
picture personalities who have been the subjects of inquiry 
by this office in connection with the investigation conducted 
by this Bureau for the State Department in connection with the 
Voice of America program. This source is in a position to 
furnish extensive information concerning a number of directors 
and producers with whom he has been associated in the past. He 
has been able to advise this office concerning the movements 
of those directors and producers who have been suspected of 
Communist Party activities in Hollywood in the past. 



v 


j 


In October, 1951> this contact made available to the 
Bureau Communist propaganda documents which were being mailed 
directly from Bucharest, Romania to libraries of several American 
universities and colleges. Since making this material available, 
this source has furnished subsequent information to this office 
which he has received concerning the dissemination of pro- 
Communist propaganda material through a Los Angeles educational 
institution. 
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LA 100-9606 _ 

Special Service Contact has agreed to furnish 

any subsequent information which he may receive concerning 
the dissemination of Communist propaganda material in American 
universities and colleges to this office. He regularly brings 
information to the attention of this office concerning 
individuals whom he suspects of following the Communist Party 
line in the Los Angeles area. He has agreed to make any in¬ 
formation concerning the appearance of Communist propaganda 
in current motion pictures available tc^h^s office. It is 
believed that Special Service Contact^^^^Jbeing an accom¬ 
plished motion picture director and familiar with the Communist 
Party line will be able to furnish valuable information to 
this office in this regard. 

, C’ h 

During the past six months Special Service Contact 
s^^^^|has been regularly contacted and has furnished signifi¬ 
cant information to this office concerning the attitude of the 
Motion Picture Producers Association of America with regard to 
the hearings of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
\vhich have been investigating Communists in the motion picture 
industry during the year 1951. Special Service Contact 
has furnished information concerning the efforts and contem¬ 
plated program of the Motion Picture Producers Association to 
ferret Communists and suspected subversives from employment 
within the motion picture industry. In connection with this 
program, this contact has furnished concerning the expressed 
attitudes of several major motion picture executives and has 
furnished an appraisal of these individuals and their attitude 
toward Communism to this office. Information concerning the 
background of a number of prominent motion picture executives 
has als^beei^nade available to this office by Special Service 
ContactiH^^Hi 


In October, 1951 > this contact furnished va luable 
^formation to this office concerning the attitude 

an Associate Motion Picture Producer at Paramount 
Pictures, Inc., 5^51 Marathon Avenue, Los Angeles, who declined 
to testify concerning his Communist Party affiliations in 
Hollywood when appearing before the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities hearings in Los Angeles in September, 1951. 
Through his position this contact will obtain further informa¬ 
tion concerning the attitude and past activities of in 

the Communist movement and has agreed to make this 5n^rnS:ion 
available to this office. 
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Special Service Contact^^^^Hduring the past six 
months also made available information to the Los Angeles 
Office concerning the suspected pro-Communist personalities 
presently associated with the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences in Hollywood. This source has agreed to make 
available all subsequent information received relative to 
the possible subversive connections of individuals who are 
currently members of the academy, and when available will 
furnish a complete list of the members of this honorary 
organization. 




Through Special Service Contact^^^^Jconsiderable 
information has been received by this office regarding the 
activities of a number of Hollywood personalities who have 
made application for clearance to work on projects for the 
Voice of America and who have been the subjects of Bureau 
Inquiries in this regard. 

This contact has volunteered to continue to 
regularly advise this office concerning any suspected Communist 
Party activities on the part of any individual connected with 
the motion picture industry or motion picture organization 
which comes to his attention. It is believed that through the 
executive posts which this contact currently holds within the 
motion picture industry, he will be able to furnish considerable 
valuable information concerning the program to ferret Communists 
of Hollywood which is presently being pursued by a number of 
motion picture executives. 




Service Contact _ 

_of California, has oeen contacted at intervals 

during the past six months and has furnished valuable informa¬ 
tion to this office concerning suspected Communist Party 
activities in several labor organizations with which the Union 
Oil Company has business relationships. 

Recently this source as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the California Institute of Technology at Pasadena, 
California, made available information to this office concern¬ 
ing the present attitude of the Board to the activities of 
Professor LINUS PAULING, a prominent chemist at the institution 
who has been frequently identified with Communi st Party front 
organizations. Special Service Contact ^■I^Hlnformed that the 
Board of Trustees of California Institute 01 Technology may in 
the near future settle its contract with PAULING, thereby 
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releasing him from the employ of the institution. This 
action has not definitely been approved, however. Special 
Service Contactvolunteered to keep this office 
advised concerning the progress of this matter before the 
Board of Trustees of California Institute of Technology. 

Through the extensive business activities of the 
concern with which this contact is presently associated 
he is in a position to furnish information concerning any 
significant movement of petroleum products in any part of 
the world from any concern operating on the West Coasts of 
North or South America. He continues to be alert for any 
information which would indicate that petroleum products 
from this hemisphere may be being transported to Communist 
groups in the Orient. 


This contact has also been able to furnish valuable 
information to this office concerning the backgrounds of 
prominent business and industry personalities in the Los 
Angeles area. 

Special Service Contact has agreed to make 

available any significant information concerning subversive 
activities which may develop in the petroleum industry in 
California to this office, and he has anticipated that his 
services will be regularly utilized during the ensuing months. 



Regular contacts with Special Service Contact 



a Motion Picture 


have been maintained dur¬ 


ing the past six months. During this period Special Service 


Contact 


^^^■has been in a position to furnish considerable 
valuable information concerning the whereabouts and movements 
of motion picture personalities who are suspected of being 
associated with the Communist Party activities in Hollywood. 
This information has been made available to Special Service 


Contacl 


JUH;hrough the executive contacts which he main¬ 
tains witn tneatrical agents in Hollywood, and through this 
source he has likewise been in a position to furnish valuable 
background information concerning a number of Hollywood per¬ 
sonalities who are the subjects of current security investi¬ 
gations in this office. 


This contact recently made available information 
to this office concerning the motion picture employment of 
several individuals from foreign countries who have been 
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brought here for the express purpose of engaging in motion 
picture work. Through his contacts with theatrical persons 
abroad he has been able to furnish considerable information 
concerning the past activities and background of foreign 
talent presently being brought to Hollywood for motion picture 
commitments. 

This contact has been alert to detect the efforts 
of theatrical agents who represent pro-Communist actors and 
actresses to obtain employment for their principles. When 
such information has come to his attention he has immediately 
made the same available to this office. 

This contact has also been in a position to advise 
this office concerning the current and future motion picture 
productions wherein the FBI may be mentioned or an FBI roll 
may be protrayed. He has also been alert to determine any 
Communist Party propagc'nda which may appear in any current 
motion pictures which he has had occasion to review. 

This contact has agreed to continue to regularly 
bring information to the attention of this office concerning 
the activities of the pro-Communist actors and actresses in 
Hollywood as such information is received by him. 
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MB. QiGglB. DE MILLS 
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1 FISH TO LX TEND TO MSS. DS MILLS AND YOU UT HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS 


ON THE OCCASION OF 


FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. THIS OCCASION 


REFLECT INC THE STABILITY OF THE AMEBIC AN HOME NATURALLY IS EXPECTED 
OF STALWART AMERICANS SUCH AS YON. WITH EVERY GOOD WISH. 


SINCERELY, 

JOHN EDGAR HOOTER 
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Mr. N 


M. A. \r 

C’.FCIZ B. BE MILLE 


date: September 11, 1952 


y 

CECIL B.' BE MILLE ' //V ^ / 

- /t j 

As you will recall Mr. §§$fill<3 was congr atulated 
on August 15, 1952, on the occasion of hi s FjftiethWeddin g 
Anniversary and thereafter sent a cordia^T^^^omir'^ir'r^fe 
to tne inrector. ^ 

If you desire, hi_s name will be added to ttfe fft 
Mrtfrda?; list-maintained in Cjr. iMM, -Rec ords Section; ^ 

Who r s Who in America reflects that he was Eo^rn^on 
August 12, 1881, 
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SERVICE CONTACTf 


DATE: 
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On February 17, 1953 f T 

whose. aervl n.es .are utllizl^SiieTaT^ x 
Service Contact advised that he Is departing via tne Santa 

Fe Sv^ei^pMef on the evening of Wednesday, ‘SWhwiarv 18 . loss. 

for Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., and New York. __| b- 

plans to spend Saturday, February 21, In Philadelphia wherf he 
will stay.at the Warwick Hotel. On Sunday, February 22, 'he will 
visit Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, and on Monday, February 21. 
will journey from Philadelphia to Washington .^mere he will 
remann for a day at the Mayflower Hotel. On Tuesday, February 24, 

|plans to leave Washington for New York, where he will 
remain until the evening of February 27 when he comm§nces his 
return trip to Los Angeles, stopping over at Chicago * 0 nr Saturday,;; 
February 28. While in New York he will be at the Pl&za Hotel and 
during his Chicago visit will stop at the Hot&l Conrad Hilton. ii 
He is scheduled to return to Los Angeles on the morning of 
March 2, 1953. * '% ' - b2 
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It was mentioned to__ that-rthis Bureau would, b7c 

be very happy to afford him any possible courtesies during this .1.;: 
.trip, and he expressed appreciation for this gesture mentioning " 5 
that should he desire any assistance in any of the cities -iUxere 
;'he would;be stopping, he would call the Special Agent in Charge- 
of that division* The Identities and office telephone numbers 
Tit the Shenlal Agents in Charge-of-'^^^ eitle* to bevisited-...by .. 

, have been made available to him. He volunteered to 
.pe or service to this Bureau in any manner possible during thlB 
trip. . , , 
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scheduled to have dinner with a group <x 
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March 25 3 1G53 


Mr. Cecil B • de Mille 
2010 de Mille Drive 
Hollywood t California 

Dear Mr. de Mille: 



I did want bo add my personal congratulations 
to the many others which have come your way as a result 
of the Academy Award given "The Greatest Show on Earth " 
and also for your receipt of the Irving Thalberg Award. 


These honors certainly should give you a 
feeling of deep pride, and you may be sure that your 
many friends are extremely happy for ,ou. ™ 


Sincerely yours s 


fv 


; •. iid.^ar F ^r 


cn 

t'V) 


cc - Los Angeles (100-9606) x-'- 

■Z v» 
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NOTE: de Mille is on Director's Birthday Greeting list. 
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•ector, FBI 

\los Angeles (100-9606) 


DATE: 


Mr. I vrbo. 


March 1^53/* 


\ >\\ 

\ ‘1 N 


V V; 


' Mr. r- ■[./_ 

I T T T* ” _ 

\ ^ ' - - 

J- M r. Tv 'v>'i- rrowcL 

| Tola. Mo cm_ 

1 , I' \ M •■•i'lTian_ 

, Mr. SMoo __ 

Is Miss Gandy Jr- 


At the annual Motion pi ctn-r a ftrad a m-ir /w . i\rfla h o ld .in Hollyw ood oin a * ~~ 

jjthe evening of March 19, 1953, thif_received! an v» . ■ 

fa w a r d for the outstanding motion picture production for the year 195Mand J ' V* ''~ ' 1 
‘was also recognized with the Irving Thalherg Award for outstanding production 
in the field of motion pictures during the past three years. 


wr\ S a 

This_is exceedingly cooperative, and .his 

receipt of these awards is being brought to the Bureau's attention in the 
event Director HOOVER, who is personally acquainted with Mr. de MILLE, might 
desire to extend his compliments to him on this occasion. 
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WEST COAST STUDIOS 



f Mr. Tolsoir 
Mr. L^( 

Mr. f ] 

Mr. Balmont- 
Mr. C\egg_ 
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5451 MARATHON STREET J ft 


TELEPHONE 
HOLLYWOOD 9-2411 



ft I HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF. 


CABLE ADDRESS 
'FAMFILM' 



1 April 1953 


| Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy__ 

Mr, Gearty_ 

| Mr. MoTr_ 

| Mr. W.i^ .,crro'wd_ 

T*ele. __ 

Mr, 

Miv. HSkDB.._ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Thank you for your warm letter 


concerning the Academy Awards. I feel rather like 
the surprised father of twins - and at such a time 
the sympathetic support of friends is most welcome i 


-Sincerely, 




& 

Cecil B. deMille 
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FROM 


SUBJEC 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

w. Los Angeles (IOQ- 96 O 6 ) 


DATE: A P r11 


Mir, Clegg,. 

Mr. Qlavifc&Sigl 
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Mr. T?.psftri; M-•v>. ; .v r >: 

Mr. Tracy^.^^...^ g 
Mr. Geart^s^^v $ 
Mr. Mohr-Sfc&d L, 


The above-captioneq_|of this cf|Jl.p§ ! 

d&parted for Washington, D. C. via Santa Pe Chief on April 17,_Ji 

1953 > accompanied by several members of his staff. The group w as p 
Scheduled to arrive in Washington, D. C. via Baltimore and OhTtT"^ 
Railroad at 8;40 A.M. on Monday, April 20, 1953 * and will headcfuag 
at the Mayflower Hotel while in Washington. C! 

y-V: DeMILLE and his group will remain in Washington until > J 

the afternoon of April 23 , 1953 when they will depart for Los /jS? 
^flgeles, stopping over en route at Dallas, Texas on April 25 andj3§* 
' 2 & 1 . where DeMILLE will make several public addresses. He is sche^ 
to return from Dallas via air on the evening of April 26, 1953* 7 


Mr. Win-Amm® ft 
Tele. Roon^£|l| ; $,i, 
Mr. Holioiii£a#ft I 

•'Sizoo^ ,,^ u ;^y ; r 
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DeMILLE is undertaking this trip primarily for the purpose 
discussing the production of propaganda films for the Internationally 
m Division of the State Department with Dr. ROBERT JOHNSON, of '5^1 



gpTwajj* « yj.¥ J.0XV11 vx oiucm/ vwxi/ii • iiwjljxuii i o uuiioui 1 ), vx 

irgSiple University, who is presently undertaking a survey of this 
ll^tien ©f the State Department's propaganda program. Hg will also^^M 
'e$Sfer with other State Department executives concerning^th® prcyduc#|di^fp 
;of^propaganda films for the United states. ^ 

' M . r~t ■ i v- -i X 
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The information concerning DeMILLE 1 s visit to Washington 
a^hd Dallas is being .brought to the attention of the Bureau arid;: 
interested offices for their information, and so that th§se -offices 
ijill be aware of his visit in the event he has occasion- 1 ;o contact 


§e Bureau or elthe^ppf-the aforementioned offices. 
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AUGUST 10, 195$ 

/£> do 

MR. CECIL B. de MILLS 
,2010 de MILL# DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


V *3 


■5* ■ / 


I ANT TO OFFER YOU MY VERY BEST WISHES ASM CONGRATULATIONS ON 
YOUR BIRTHDAY . YOUR LIFE HAS BEEN A FULL ONE MARKED BY A MULTITUDE 


OF NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS, AND I »ISH TO TAKE THIS OCCASION TO WISH 
YOU MANY, MANY MORE YEARS Of HA tPINESS, CONTINUED SUCCESS AND GOOD 


FORTUNE. WITH KIND REGARDS, 


WSINCERELY YOURS, 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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DATE -ZM> 


NOTE: According to "Who * s Wh o " de Mi lie mas bo mQ-12- 81 . 
Last year he was congratu 2a’Ifd by the Director on 8-15-jBp on 
the occasion of his 50th wedding anniversary* Birth ^ 

verified through "Who f s Who*" pp 
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5451 MARATHON STREET 


TELEPHONE 
HOLLYWOOD 9-2411 




ii HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF. 




CABLE ADDRESS 
’FAMFILM' 


18 August 1953 


Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. LafM. 

Mr. Ni< 

Mr. Bellnont*. 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_„ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy....._ 

Mr/ Gcarty.__ | 

Mr. Mohr.. 

Mr. Winterrowd 

Tele. Room.. 

Mr. Holloman.. 

Miss 
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Mr. Jo Edgar Hoover 

Director . **•*> 

Federal Bureau of Investigation^ V 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Thank you for your birthday message. 

Only the young should count past birthdays. f The old 
should stay young by looking forward to new f adventures. 

! r / 

Your greeting is a reminder that 

friendship is s an adventure which time does not wither 

1 

nor custom stale. 
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Los Angeles, California 
August 19 , 1953 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR: 


Today, while I was having lunch with William 



to receive your recent congratulatory telegran,. „e van 
inquiring for you and hoped to see you before you went 
tack to Washington. Mr. Meiklejohn stated that he was 

1 flattered to talk with you recently at Chasen's. 

> 

ectfully. 



F. MALONE 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Director, FBI 


DATE: 



: Mr. NV] 

Hr. T’.:>.iyu7! 1 



VROMf-f 1 SAC, Los Angeles (IOO- 9606 ) 
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Septe "it r ii^!?3 \ 

*< Mr. Harbo- 

5j Mr. Vx.xr 1 ...-- 

>1 Mr. 7Tn;y-- 

r pnc ohal Aim oohMdm¥Ml ~ " ! 

; Mr. V.: t-.'-iWu . 
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Tel 2 . IV-m - 
Mr. EHirnsm 


Oil R eTvhemher IS IQS^ Mr-. P^P JT. B. DE MILLE t Who ls_J&LgL 


ab o ve - c ap t i one dl 






ice f**ad visaed’ that 


he has accepted an invitation to attend the celebration commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase which is to be held 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, on October l 6 through 18, 1953* 


Mr. DE MI LLE has been requested to attend a banquet in New 
J Orleans on Saturday, October 17, 1953 > and has accepted an invitation 

I to introduce President DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, who will also be present 
on that occasion. Mr. DE MILLE has not been advised specifically con¬ 
cerning the details of this affair. 

DE MILLE presently plans to leave Los Angeles for New.Orleans 
oh Wednesday, October l4, 1953> via the Southern Pacific Sunset Limited 
and is scheduled to arrive in New Orleans on 4:00 P.M., October 16, 1953* 
He will remain in that city until the evening of October 18, 1953> when 
he will return to Los Angeles via the same railway accommodations. 


The courtesies of .this Bureau have been .extended to Mr. DE 
MI LLE in connection with this trip, and his participation in this cele¬ 
bration is being brought to your attention for your information. 






BECOPDKEUM 













• ■* 




■ 




■ r 

'J 




t ■'*> 


SAC, Los Angelea ($0-9606) 

& 3/ T* /(?X> 

Director, FBI (60—29^46.0^. ' 


SPECIAL SEE VICE CONTACT |_ 

LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 




August 12, 1954 
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Reurlet 6/5/54 wherein you advised tha 
planning to be in Egypt /;©# about two months. 


it desires 




eau does>4not have any sped fie service 
to perform while abroad • 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


' 'Office Memorandum 




TO 


ROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-9606) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: August 5>, 195k 


SUBJECT: 



(y 


Recently the above-captioned contact, who is a prominent motion 
picture director in Hollywood, advised that he is leaving Hollywood on 
September 19, 195^4 for a trip to Egypt in connection with the direction 
of the production "The Ten Commandments" for Paramount Pictures, Inc. 

This contact will sail from New York aboard the "USS Constitution" of the 
American Export Lines on September 23, 195>U and will make Cairo his head¬ 
quarters while in Egypt. It is anticipated that the film work in Epvnt . 

will necessitate at least sixty days anc__ I _ 

does not expect to return to Hollywood .until ahmit, Christmas TQSJI 

In connection with this trip,_ 

volunteered to be of service to this Bureau in any possible manner and will 
endeavor to make available to this office any significant information which 
may come to his attention, particularly concerning Communist activity in 
Egypt. 

Courtesies of this agency are being extended to this contact in 
connection with this trip, and it is suggested that the Bureau advise this 
office of any specific service which this contact might be able to perform 
while abroad prior to his departure. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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WEST COAST STUDIOS 




5451 MARATHON STREET f }t 


HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF. 


telephone 
Hollywood 9-2411 


♦Bags 
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CABLE ADDRESS 
•FAMFILM' 


23 August 1954 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. G. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



fi tfZ 


5? 


7 'I 


Thank you for your kind and thoughtful 


birthday greeting. Your good wishes will go with me when 

I leave in a few weeks for Egypt to film THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

/ 

on the sites where Moses lived and at Sinai where he (received 

r 

the law. Your job would be easier if more people kept the 
Ten Commandments - so I like to think that our picture may 
be, in its way, a contribution toward that desirable end. 


With warm personal .regards and esteem, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Sincerely, 
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Cecil B.deMille 

„ uw » i i * »— rtfn n t’ ii iii R iiiT rihriifrnTrirni^rrii^r^Mtr" < : 









RECORDED - §6 










WVl 

mJ 








CURRENT PRODUCTION 


v 


'™ E 1 8* jfl 




23 AUG 30 1954 

V"i E V.:':.©', j> 


W ‘ 

$ 








m m 

V . .'V.... • * 


. 

rnlmmmmM 

is* Tart 




.ymL 





f v ;•»y 

MOSES 


Prince of Egypt 
Outlaw Shepherd 
and Voice of God 













SfXNDARD FORM N9 .r 64 - > 


o 

\, 4 , 1 


Office MemorMidum • united statos government 


TO 



OM 


SUBJECT: 


vyd by 


DIREC 

SAC, 

PFf , TT 

SPECIAL AGENT IN 
LOS ANGELES FIELD VISION 


ATTENTION TRAINING AND INSPECTION DIVISION 
Re SAC letter No. 54-54 dated October 7 » 1954. 



E: December l6, 195^ 


«• 


^ bOT*lact 


POSITION OF CONTACT 




Mr. CECIL BLOUNT DE MILLE Is a prominent motion 
picture producer-director currently associated with the production 
of motion pictures for Paramount Pictures, Incorporated, 5451 
Marathon Avenue, Los Angeles, California. Mr. DE MILLE is the 
founder of the DeMllle Foundation for Political Freedom, an 
endowed organization operating on a nation wide basis to further 
the cause of Americanism and is active in civic and charitable 
organizations. He has extensive acquaintanceship with prominent 
individuals in the business and financial world and Is well known 
to many prominent government officials throughout the country. 

Mr. DE MILLE is a personal acquaintance of Director JOHN EDGAR 

HOOVER. . 

■v /") b7c 

SERVICES CONTACT CAN PERFORM ■ P E, * f 

L-./YS ? ■ 

DE MILLE*s services have been utilized by this office 
as a special service contact during the past four years, and 
duri ng World War II he coopera ted with this office regularly 
as a | | Through his extensive acquaintan|^s^y^| 

in tne fields of business and industry, he is able to obtain 
valuable information on individuals in any of these fields. 

Through his position and prominence in the motion picture Indus 
he has been able to afford this office valuable information WbblA 
concerning the efforts of Communists to infiltrate into motion 


0 - r .‘r>V ,V ?* "■ 


■r 1 ' ■ ' • i i f s * 


O ‘* J - Or 

cj> rps 
* "5 CO 

«*»■«*"» * J 

Jr* .<•* ( 

- ■ —l„ I 

C 3 _ .J ! 

^ > N! 

13 Vv 


9= cov<; 

O — A 

U-'Ssi 


picture organizations and to propagandize through the productio||y||ftM 
of motion pictures. DE MILLE C4n furnish complete confidential 
information concerning the personnel and policies of the Screen|3#y y; 
Directors Guild*- He can obtain films of Hollywood productions 


for the assistance of this office upon request. Through him, 
access to the facilities of Paramount Pictures, Incorporated 


access to the facilities of paramount Pictures, Incorporated 
have been afforded guests of this office. He will afford this 
office access to properties owned by him for official lnvestiga,tl 9 nS»■# 
DE MILLE is extremely discreet and tactful and is desirous of 
being cooperative with this agency in all respects. 
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PAST RELATIONS WITH LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 

Regular contact has been maintained with Mr. DE MILIE 
during the past four years, and he has regularly, during that 
period, accepted assignments to obtain information of particular 
value to this office. It is anticipated that the extremely 
cordial and cooperative relationship which has existed with 
Mr. DE MILLE in the past will continue to exist and that he 
will continue to be in a position where he can afford valuable 
information to this office. 

BACKGROUND 

Mr. DE MILLE was born August 12, l88l, at Ashfield, 
Massachusetts, and received his college education at the 
Pennsylvania Military Academy and the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts. Following completion of his college career, 

DE MILLE engaged in playwriting and produced theatrical shows 
in New York. In 1902 he came to Los Angeles where he became 
associated with the production of legitimate stage plays, and 
in 1912 formed the Jesse Lasky Feature Film Company in 
association with Mr. LASKY and Mr. SAMUEL GOLDWYN. This 
enterprise eventually came to be known as the Famous Lasky 
Players and subsequently, in the mid 1930s, became Paramount 
Pictures, Incorporated. Mr. DE MILLE has been associated 
actively with this theatrical company throughout the years 
of its existence and at the present time is a director at 
Paramount Pictures, Incorporated. 

On August 16, 1902, DE MILLE married CONSTANCE 
ADAMS in Orange, New Jersey, and currently resides with his wife 
at 2010 De Mille Drive, Los Angeles, California (residence 
telephones OL. 2981 and Mo. 1-8829). 

Mr. DE MILLE is currently a director In the Screen 
Directors Guild and for the past several years has been acting 
in an advisory capacity to the Bureau of International Information 
of the United States, State Department, in connection with the 
production of United States propaganda films. 

DEROGATORY INFORMATION 

No derogatory information concerning this Individual 
appears in the files of this office. 
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LA 66-new 

SAC RECOMMENDATION 

In view of DE MILLE’s past cooperation with this 
office, and because of the extraordinary services which he is 
in a position to perform, it is my recommendation that he be approved 
as an SAC Contact. 
















































I 




. 4ft 


December 1, 1955 


Mr. Cecil B. DeMille 
2010 DeMille Drive 
Hollywood, California 

Dear Mr. DeMille: 

1 was deeply moved on November 29, 1955, 
when Sam Engel called to extend an invitation for me to 
attend a banquet in your honor on January 22, 1956, given 
by the Screen Producers Guild. You have received 

many honors over the years for the outstanding role you 
have played in guiding the movie industry,/1 hasten to 
offer my congratulations on your being chosen as the 
Screen Producers Guild’s honoree. The fact that this group 
chose the night of your seventy-fifth birthday to honor you 
is representative of the high esteem in which you are held. 

I am, of course, particularly honored over 
the fact that you wanted me to sit on the dais with you on 
the night of the banquet. This is certainly a fine expression 
of friendship, and | assure you a most cherished x tribute. 


Tolson-— 

Board man_ 

Nichols- 

Belmont _— 

Harbo_— 

Mohr_ 

Parsons _— 

Rosen_— 

Tamm__ 

Sizoo-- 

Winterrowd . 
Tele. Room 

Holloman_ 

Gandy _ 


Unfortunately, upon checking my schedule, 

I find that official commitments, from which thsre is no 

escape, will prevent my being in California on this occasion. 

I have made every effort to see if soma arrangements could 

be worked out whereby previously established commitments 

could be rearranged in order to permit my presence with you.*> 

!** 

^ c. e* 

/ ■, f* 


cc - Mr. Holloman \ / 

Mr. Jones i 
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Mr. Cecil B. DeMille December l, 1955 

However* I lied much to my regret tUi ie not possible. 

I do hope you will understand end will accept my warmest 
personal congratulations far the honor extended you. 1 
also would like to wish you a most Happy Birthday. 

Sincerely yours* 

ST« Edgar Hooves 
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November SO* 1955 



Mr. Samuel G. Engel 

Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation 

Beverly Hills* California 

Dear Sam: 


X certainly regret the fact that X was absent from the 
office when you called Tuesday afternoon, November 29* 1955. It 
would have been a pleasure indeed to talk with you. Inspector 
C. D* DeLoach, with whom you talked, has advised me of your most 
gracious invitation and of the interest expressed by Mr. Cecil 
B. DeMille in having me attend the banquet honoring him on 
January 22. 1956. 


The invitation from Mr. DeMille and you is certainly 
a fine expression of friendship* and 1 am deeply honored that you 
thought of me. Clyde Tolson joins me in expressing appreciation 
for inviting him also. 


Unfortunately, a prior commitment will prevent my 
being in California at the time of the affair honoring Mr. DeMille. 

2 since rely regret this fact and wiah my official commitments could 
be rearranged accordingly; however, after serious consideration. 

X find it simply will be impossible to indicate aa acceptance. I do 
wish I could advise you otherwise. Again. I wish to offer my 
deepest appreciation for the thoughtful invitation. 

Sincerely* 

Evi Edgar Boevas 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM f 


mnjwcT 


Ur. Toll 


=kou 


DAT*. 11/30/55 


L. ». Nichols 


SAMUEL G. RMGKL 

TWENTIETH CHWTURY FOX FILM CO*. 

BEVERLY S3LLB, CALIFORNIA 
INVITATION FOR DIRECTOR TO ATTEND 
BANQUET, 1/22/56, HONORING CECIL B. DeMlLLX 


TMm __ 
BMttlwi 
Metals? 
Belnont _ 
Harbo_ 


Romm 

T*mm 

Sixoe . 


Tele. Rck 
Hollo*** 
Gaady — 


By reference 1mm tk* Oinctwr'i OMct, Da Leach 
c*pHe*m4 indi vidual, at 3:17 p. m., 11/29/55, who wag call lag from 
Calif smia. Mr. Rag*l Ht1n 4 thitH la President of tha 5crm ] 
tUi yaar ud that «tck year Um Guild honorg an outstaadlng parao 
industry. Cacil B. Da Mill* has h*«a chosen to b« honored thig yi 
h* a htafwt oat tha occmIob of Mr. DaMilla's 75th birthday, 1/22 


i talhad with tha 
m. Beverly Hills, 
Praducar* Guild 
waUty la tha movie 
sax. Thar* will 


Mr. DaMilLe, as have all hosterees im tha past, has b a a a given tha 
Hi p w rta d ty of selecting tha individuals ha desires to alt aaat to hina m tha 
Mr. Do Mills has advisad Mr. Engal that ha would ha aatramaiy honor a d if hi* 
closa personal friends fbrhitts|bovgr aad J, Edga^ifeever coaid ha invited. 

Mr. Eegal coastinuad that this w oul d ha a "four-star" affair, wary digalflad aad 
proper aad that ha would not think stf tedsnding an invitation to tha Director ua&oss 
it was pracisaly this typa of arrant. Ha stated ha wauld like to have hath yaw aad 
tha Director as his personal guests daring tha time that you might ha in MaUyaimd 
for the event. 


Da Loach told Mr. Hagai that tha Director was in a travel status 
tha preeead time aad that ha would ha advised of this upon Ms first contact with 
office. It was indicated tha Director wsnld ho eatremely hnaoswd at Ids taritat 
hut that vary unfaitwaactaly Ms caaamitmanta daring tha msath af 7amarry warn 
unknown MOW owld ha aaca ssary ta check with Mm prior ta giving an ansu a i 
tMs regard. Mr. Hagai was advised that ha wanM he hen Hag from tha Hiectei 
rmry shortly. ■' ' 

y« < r* 

Acnqlf: 

Thera Id ,-Attach ed a latter to Mr. Hagai cordially dacliaing the 
akovft-xaantltehd invitation. VvCZXaa d-e Qn ‘>*# 4 ** ^ ^ 
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OFFICE OF 
SAMUEL G. ENGEL 


STUDIOS 

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 

December 5» 1955 
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| Tele. Room_ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, P.B.I. 
Washington 25, D.C. 




Dear Edgar: 

Many thanks for your thoughtful 

letter of November 30 , 1955* 


While Mr. De Mille and the Screen 
Producers’ Guild will be disappointed 
in not having you and Clyde with us 
at our annual Milestone Dinner, you 
may be certain that we all appreciate 
the demand which your official duties 
impose on you, and thoroughly under¬ 
stand your inability to be present. 


With every good wish to you and Clyde, 


Sin 
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The Honorable John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C 


Dear Hr. Hoover: 

Thank you for your letter of December 1st 
I shall miss you at the Screen Producers Guild 


dinner next month, but your words about the occasion 


warm my heart, expressing as they do the long, close 
friendship we have enjoyed. 


Sincerely, 
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April 3, J056 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


f SAC, LOS ANGELES 

REURLET MARCH THIRTY RE CECIL B. DE MILLE. ADVISE 
MR. DE MILLE NO OBJECTION HIS COMMENTING ON MY RECENT 
INTERVIEW IN QUOTE THE PILOT UNQUOTE. 

G § 6 3 / — HOOVER 
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TO 


FROM 


Alemowk 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


j ^ 'if'/ 

• UNITED STAT® GO\ 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Boar< 




f Mr. Mohr— 

L 

Mr. Parsons. 


DATE: 


• ' 1?SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) 


Marc teQ^ 


SUBJECT: 



MILLE 


b7C 


Mr. Nease- 

Mr. WinterrowcL 

Tcle. Room- 

Mr. HollomS 

iy- 


/ if'- 


On March 30, 1956, Mr. CECIL B. DE MILLE.-- 

prominent ^motion picture producer and director and !1 

1 1 r i f> th1 ? office, telephonically advised Special Agent- 

. .|that he had been requested to comment onr'the . 

« V xj.s °i communism on the "Assignment America," a halfifttmr'- v ' 
television program which is televised weekly on Thursdeftr 
evenings at 9:00 p.m. over KTTV, Channel 11, Los Angelas. : ' 

This program deals with discussions of current events and 
is sponsored by Hinshaw's Department Store, Alhambra,California. 

•m 3 

. P 4 i . Mr. DE MILLE explained that his appearance^ould • 
oe 1 limed m his office probably next Wednesday, April 4, 1956, 
lor release on a subsequent program. He indicated that he 
planned to participate on the program and wanted to comment 
on Director J. EDGAR HOOVER's recent interview on Communism, 
gs appeared m the February 18, 1956 issue of "The Pilot," 

Boston, Massachusetts. He requested that Director HOOVER be 

hi ®, p i ans to appear on this program so that any 
limitatiohP which might prevail regarding the use of 

Director HOOVER's interview or remarks on Communism could be 
conveyed tS^him prior to the program production. 

.. . Mr. DE MILLE was advised that it was believed there 
would be no objection to him quoting any information he had 

it H00VER Ts interview on Communism as it appeared 
in ,i , Pilot. Hcwever, he was advised that his inquiry 
would be passed on to Mr. HOOVER. 


;/ 




2 - Bureau (AIR MAIL) 
1 - Los Angeles 

JMC :elc/nak 

(3) 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE, fBY 

bZr *> s '£> 3 / 


V 





S 






1 3r 




£ 4 .'J, 


i * 


>.» . -t • 



,. 4 , 




■vT 




-Lvv^tJ 

4 Is I SZ 








STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


* 


Office Memorandum 


son. 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SUBJECT: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) 
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Mr. 

^ Mr. Hoardpan—i 

J|P Mr. Belmont 

UNITED STATES GOVERNS :gf^° r n - 

Mr>Pa*sons- 

MrTRolen-- 

DATE: . 6/19/56' Mr>S»mn- 

M f #iterrowd_ 

,. ^4^| oom -- 

') . MO^lloman 

I / TVWB&andy-—^— 


DATE: 
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MILLE 


B7 C 1 ■ 


For the information of the Bureau, the above captionei 
individual has been designated to receive an International Humai 
Relations Award from the Dale Carnegie Clubs International at a 
banquet to be held 7/7/56, at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles. 
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has also 



prominent radio and television personality, 
o receive a similar award on this occasion. 
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August 15, 1956 



Mr. Cecil B. deMille 
2010 deMiUe Drive 
Hollywood, California 

Dear Mr. deMille: 

Mr. Malone has passed on to me your 
most thoughtful invitation to view your latest picture, 
"Ten Commandments. ” 1 certainly wish it were possible 
for me to plan on taking advantage of your kindness; 
however, my schedule is such right now that I am unable 
to do so. I have, of course, seen considerable comment 
concerning your latest epic, and I know it will add even 
more laurels to the unchallenged reputation you have 
created. 

With my very best wishes and kind 

regards, 


Sincerely yours. 
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,,, Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR: 


o 


Re: CECIL B. DeMILLE 


,os 


1 Mr. DeMILLE advised Special Agent|_ 

J of this office that he heard you wer^ 
igeles. He stated that the picture^J^'fen 


Commandments has been completed and Ije^would like 
to 'have a special showing for you if you were in¬ 
terested in seeing the picture. 


1H7P 

uff l lu lF w tT| i [[ff 1 


When Cardinal McIntyre had Judge Kauf¬ 
man to his home for luncheon recently, he commented 
that he had seen the picture which runs three hours 
and forty minutes and referred to it as "magnificent". 

_told Mr. DeMille he was sure you 

would appreciate his thoughtfulness in this regard, 
but inasmuch as you were not in Los Angeles, no com¬ 
mitment could be made. 


INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Respectfully, 


ALL INFUK 
HEREIN IS 


ASSiFIED 


OATL 




John F. Malone 
Special Agent in Charge 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 


October 4, 1956 
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e’s nmduction of "The^Fen 


Mr. Tamm 



Mr. -Trotter 


ueivuu c o — —-t—— 

Commandments" was sent to 
the Director from Ann del^falle, 
Paramount Pictures Corporation, 
5451 Marathon Street, Hollywood 38, 
C alif ornia. 
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Cecil ©. ©eCDille s 


Production of 


Che Cen Grnimanoments 


Color by Technicolor 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Outstanding religious leaders of three faiths — Protestant, 

’ ✓ 

% 

Catholic, and Jewish — have given their highest praise to Cecil B« 
DeMiHe* s production of "The Ten Commandments” following special show¬ 
ings of the first ”rough cut” of DeMille's devoutly wrought dramatiza¬ 
tion of the life of Moses* 

Before completing his final editing of the massive motion 
picture master work, DeMille invited some of the West’s top figures 
in the religious world — laymen as well as clergy -- to view the film 
at Paramount Studios so that he might have their reactions and advice. 

Among them were Dr e Louis H. Evans , minister-at-large of the 
National Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church of the U;S.A«j 
Dr. Raymond I«, Lindquist, president of the National Board of Missions! 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy of the Methodist Church! George Heimrich, West 
Coast head of the Broadcasting and Film Commissions of the National 
Council of Churches! His Eminence James Francis Cardinal McIntyre, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles! President David 0. McKay, world-wide head 
of the Mormon Church! Dr„ James Z. Nettinga, secretary of the Southern 

more ^ /: O 
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Califdrnia District of the American Bible Society; Dr. William Lindsay 
Young, viee-president of the National Conference of Christians and 

« 

Jews; rabbis of the three major Jewish denominations, including 
nationally known Rabbi Edgar P. Magnin; Dr. James W. Fifield, pastor 
of Los Angeles* First Congregational Church, who is heard nationally 
over t.v. and radio; Pastor H. K. Rasbach, contributor to leading 

s 

Lutheran publications, and many others. 

Bishop Kennedy and Dr. Evans not long ago were selected by a 
national newsmagazine as among the ten greatest American Protestant 

preachers. While not all denominations were able to be represented 

/ 

at showings to date, those unable to attend have signified their de¬ 
sire to see the film at the earliest opportunity. 

A sampling taken from comments and letters following the 
previews showed the following: 

Bishop Kennedy. Los Angeles Area of the Methodist Church, told 
DeMille the day after viewing the film, ”1 still feel like Moses stared 
ing before the burning bush, as the memory of 'The Ten Commandments' 
shines in my mind. I think it is far the greatest motion picture ever 

produced. Your contribution to this generation through that picture 

« 

will be one of the significant ones of our time...One cannot see It 

J i 

without realizing anew that God is the guarantee of our liberties and 
the ground of all our hope." 

Dr . Louis H. Evans, minister-at-large of the National Board of 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., wrote DeMille, "I 
came away from the preview very much inspired. The motion picture 
industry is under great obligation to carry a profound message to the 
world. You have done this most splendidly here, and I know that 
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millions throughout the world will' thank you for it. We appreciate 

.4 

■S' - ■ - * * 

mor6 than we can say your enormous contribution t© the inspiration 

S 

and instruction of this generations, and I am sure, of many to come®" 
Dr. Raymond I* Lindquist, president of the National Board of ■ 
Missions of the Presbyterian Churchy devoted a sermon to the film in 

which he urged his congregation to see it at the earliest opportunity® 

’ \ 

) 

A short time afterwards, at ceremonies dedicating the new 
fl,750,000 Cecil B. DeMille Junior High School in Long Beach, Dr® 
Lindquist told the assemblage, "I veritably believe it is the greatest 
utterance ever made in the medium of film® It is the majestic presen- 
tation of mankind"s march toward freedom® It has in it all the over¬ 
tones of slavery and liberty, of justice and injustice, of equality 
and the lack of equality. It moves one to the very bone and blood® 
When I completed viewing it, I could say nothing for several minutes® 

I simply sat, saturated with the overpowering message that had been 
delivered that night — the greatest contribution that has ever been 
made, and I think, probably ever will b© made in motion pictures.* 1 

George Heimrieh. West Coast director of the Protestant Broad- 
casting and Film Commission of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the TJ®S.A., wrote, ’’For me, there is no way to express the 
tremendous impact your picture "The Ten Commandments" -gives one® As 
I viewed this production, the thought kept coming again and again that 
God has truly used Mr. DeMille at a time when spiritual understanding 
among peoples all over the world must have an added emphasis if we are 
to escape complete chaos.®®Mr® DeMille, your picture can and will 
influence world peace, for it has clearly interpreted and given added 
emphasis t© God "a message in a way that is understandable by all.®.God 
bless you,- your associates and your staff for this tremendous work®"* 







President McKay* of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, described the production as, "truly great -- the greatest 
picture ever made*" His wife commented, "It is a picture that will 
never be forgotten by anyone," Joseph Fielding Smlth* President of 
the Quorum of the 12 Apostles and top authority on doctrinal questions 
of the Mormon faith, wrote DeMille, "There are no words at my command 
to express the glorious feelings which I received. This picture is 
the greatest ever produced and all who will be privileged to see it 
will, I am sure, be spiritually strengthened.. 

Cardinal McIntyre said, "We take it as being a great mission 
given to Mr. DeMille — a super-human mission to have conceived such 
a stupendous production of the greatest reality in life. He and his 
associates have accomplished it in a way far beyond human conception,, 
I’m sure that the Lord in His goodness and mercy will be bountiful 
upon him and those who have helped him in this great production." 

Speaking later to the doctors attending the opening session 

of the Eighth Annual Postgraduate Assembly at St. John’s Hospital, His 

* * 

Eminence told his hearers that the "DeMille masterpiece" portrays a 
thesis. It proves majestically the existence of God and proves that 
God* s law is supreme and superior in every way to the law of man. 

Bishop Alden Bell, Auxiliary Bishop of Los-Angelesobserved 
"The picture has left a lasting impression and I know you will be most 

successful in its presentation to countless people all over the world. 

♦ 

Dr . James 2, Nettinga , secretary of the Southern California 
District of the American Bible Society, wrote; "Forty-eight hours 
have passed since the thrill of seeing ’The Ten Commandments’, and 
believe me when I say I ean still feel the glow and warmth of that 
tremendous experience. It will remain with us throughout our lives... 
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The us’e of this film will be timeless and I can see hundreds of boys 
and girls living this story again after they have heard it for the 


first time in Sunday school or from their family devotions...I believe 
this picture will do much to stimulate even greater interest in the 
Bible and make thousands of people aware of our religious faith and 
heritage.” 


Dr . William Lindsay Young, vice-president of The National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, wrote Henry Wilcoxon, associate 
producer of "The Ten Commandments," "Prom time to time in history men 
have emerged who have made lasting and significant impact on the moral 
and spiritual life of their time. The Apostle Paul in the first cen¬ 
tury, St. Francis in the 13th century, and Martin Luther in the 16th, 
each in his own way stabbed awake the conscience of his generation. 

It may well be that Cecil DeMille, through the production of "The 
Ten Commandments," will stand out as one of the great prophets of the 
20th century. Prom out of the Judeo-Christian revelation he has drawn 
a clear and compelling picture of the relevance of this heritage for 
pur day. One sees, as in the brightness of noon, that when the spirit 
of freedom burns in the souls of men, no material force, no tyrant, 
can keep them in-bondage. In- this -brilliant and-beautiful screen- . .. - 
production Mr. DeMille has given us a lethal spiritual weapon that 


will have telling effect in the current world-wide struggle for the 
preservation of freedom." 


In the Jewish area, rabbis of all three of the spiritual 
groupings — Reform, Conservative and Orthodox — gave their praises. 

Rabbi Magnin. of Los Angeles’ Wilshire Temple (Reform), 
declared "I don* t know when I have been so moved and inspired. Person¬ 
ally I think it is the greatest picture of its kind that has ever been 


more 




made or probably ever will be made. The characters are played with the 
utmost sincerity and the whole subject is treated with reverence, dig¬ 
nity and spirituality." 

Later in his sermon on Yom Kippur, highest of Jewish holidays. 
Rabbi Magnin told his congregation, in speaking of "The Ten Commandments, 
"I don’t remember any time in my life when I was more inspired and 
thrilled than with this picture, which I saw before the final cut. 

Every Jew seeing it will be prouder of his heritage than ever, and 
every human being, reminded of the meaning of the Ten Commandments, 
will be spiritually refreshed." 

Rabbi Jacob Pressman of Los Angeles’ Olympic Temple(Conservative), 
wrote DeMille, "The memory of a great emotional experience is fresh in 
my mind. I believe that the greatest moment in the history of man’s 
struggle toward freedom has received its most powerful and reverent 
narration. I feel that you have welded the forces of human talent, 
awesome nature, technical achievement, and vast economic resources 
with the fire of your own daring and imagination and the product will 
stand as a monument to a lifetime of remarkable accomplishment. For 
all those who will be reinspired upon viewing this your masterpiece, I 
express congratulations and-gratitude-.---I-pray—that the-Supreme-.Maker _ 
may accept this your offering as a genuine tribute upon the altar of 
serving and spreading His truth." 

"The spiritual leader of Rodef-Sholem Etz Chaim Orthodox 

Congregation, Rabbi Isaiah Rackovskv. began his letter by declaring, 

"It is not my purpose to tell you how impressed I was with the technique 
of the spectacle. The word of professional critics will be more effec¬ 
tive in this aspect and, I am sure, will be fully laudatory. What I 
would like to bring to your attention is my deep pleasure in handling 


more 




of the biblical material involved#He then likened DeMllle's approach 
to tide Scriptures to that utilized by the Rabbis themselves and con¬ 
cluded, "May God grant you years and strength to continue to interpret 
humanity and its lessons to itself#" 

John Stone « executive director of a committee representing all 
Jewish groups, wrote, "Breathtaking as the physical aspects of the film 
were, you 1 ve achieved the artistic ultimate. You’ve succeeded in 

translating to film the rare spiritual values of that Biblical era... 

* 

’The Ten Commandments’ is moviedom’s greatest achievement. It should 

have the impact of a gigantic religious revival." 

♦ 

Dr . James W. Fifield . pastor of Los Angeles’ First Congregational 
Church, described the film as "Unforgettable. • .It will be immortal — 
more so even than DeMille’s 'King of Kings’, which is still being shown 
to millions each year" and expressed the hope "everyone will see the 
picture." 

Numerous other letters and comments were in a like vein and 
represented virtually every area of religious faith. 

A specialist in juvenile delinquency problems, Mrs . Elsa V. 

Harris of Utah, gave DeMille still another slant on the impact of the 
film when she wrote him, "I know it will help me to be more under¬ 
standing and to do a be t ter - job - wi th the -youngs ter s -I -c ome in contac t 
with. I know that it will help my teen-agers who are not cynical but 
ignorant, hurt youngsters. 1 am positive that this film will provide 
not only them with new hope and promise of a happy positive way of liv¬ 
ing, but also to all who see ito" 


more 





.. The letters served to underscore some recent observations in 
the London, England, News Chronicle, concerning DeMille’s “tremendous 
sincerity, and the missionary-fervour with which he seeks to interpret 
Holy Writ to the millions...He is a very good old man, to whom the 
Church and the cinema and we, the millions, should be grateful. 
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BIRTHDA Y PRESENT 


Churchmen Praise 
De Mille’s New Film 

By HAROLD HEFFERNAN 

Of Our Hollywood Bureau 

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 20.—Behind movie headlines; 

Cecil B. DeMille says one of the nicest birthday gifts he 
ever received came as he observed No. 75 a few days ago. It 
was a joint declaration from three Los Angeles churchmen, 

<-- ... ... , y 

Protestant. Catholic and Jewish, that his “The Ten Command¬ 


ments” was the most impressive movie they had ever wit- 

---- -...'•--*—**—- . -n-i-r -r- . II T ~-- 

nessed. One, Dr. James W. Fifield, 

Jr., of the First Congregational 




Church, termed it “immortal/* 

The prelales had been invited 
to the Paramount Studio to wit¬ 
ness a special showing, which ran 
three hours and 43 minutes, 
about two minutes more than the 
public will see. But DeMille says 
he can cut no more footage. This 
means that the production, when 
released around Thanksgiving, 
must be presented with an inter¬ 
mission. 

UTAH PREVIEW 

Just as he did with his circus 
spectacle, “The Greatest Show 
on Earth/’ a few years ago, 
DeMille staged his single 
“sneak” showing in' Salt Lake 
City, where he reported the com¬ 
ment cards were similarly grati¬ 
fying. The world premiere is 
scheduled for New York in early 
November. 

DeMille, who has slowed down 
very little, subscribes whole¬ 
heartedly to the Herbert Hoover 
anti-retirement theory. “Not for 
me,” declared Hollywood’s great¬ 
est showman, his eyes flashing. 
“I trust I still have a few good 
pictures left in me!” 




Ike, Studio 
Pay Tribute 
to DeMille 


Cecil B. DeMille, veteran 
producer - director who will 

celebrate his 75th birthday 
tomorrow, received an anni¬ 
versary tribute from stars and 
workers in the Paramount 
Studio commissary yesterday 
Y. Prank Freeman, vice 
president in charge of the 
studio, read a message of 
congratulations from Presi¬ 
dent Dwight Eisenhower. 

DeMille was given a stand¬ 
ing ovation as he entered for 
lunch. 
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HAPPY RETURNS 

Cecil B. De Mille cele- 
.brates his 75th birthday 
tomorrow with Mrs. ‘ De 
Mille and their family, at 
home, and next Thursday 
will be their 54th wedding 
anniversary. He’s already 
liad two private previews 
of his greatest picture, 
“Ten Commandments.” An 
elder of the Mormon/Church 
saw it in Salt Lake and 
wrote him. "Magnificent is 
too weak a word to de¬ 
scribe it. In fact, I have no 
words at my command to 
do it full justice, but every¬ 
one who sees it wilT come 
^aj'spiritually st re ngtF- 


contained 
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City Lauds 
C. B. Demile 

Members of the City 
Council yesterday approved 
a resolution commending 
Producer-Director Cecil B. 
DeMille on his contributions 
to the “spiritual advances of 
le throughout the 


Eeopb 

world 


by use 


ughi 

oi th 


__ e motion 

picture. 

The Council also extended 
a birthday greeting to De* 
Mille who celebrated his 
75th birthday Sunday. It 
also extended felicitations to 
DeMille and his wife who 
will celebrate their 54th 
wedding anniversary Thurs¬ 
day. 

. The resolution, presented 
by Councilman Harold 
Henry, pointed out that De¬ 
Mille has continued “the 
demonstration of high prin¬ 
ciples in the great contribu¬ 
tion he has made to an in¬ 
dustry which, in turn, has 
meant so much to the prom¬ 
inence and prosperity of Los 
Angeles.” 
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Ten Commandments'Given 

Premier Test Run In 5. L. 

By HOWARD PEARSON 
News Entertainment Editor 

Salt Lake City was the undisputed movie capital of the world 
Friday night. 

One of the most costly and epochal works in motion picture 
history Was unveiled at a public showing for the first time with 
the screening of “The Ten Commandments" at the Centre 
Theater. ! 

m ental achievement. 

President David O. McKay of 


About 1,700 lucky Utahns 
were in the audience, which in¬ 
cluded many civic, business and 
church leaders and a Hollywood 


the Church of Jesus Christ of 


___ w Latter- d ay Saints called it “e x- 1 

group of 40 headed by Cecil B.! acting’’" and a real experience. "" 1 
De Mille, the venerable 74-year-1 Oth er audience comments in 

_ _ - A. -M A 


obtain admittance because the 


Centre Theater showing was the 
only one that could be arranged. 

There was only one “working 
print" of the three hour and 
forty-five minute picture in ex¬ 
istence. It was the one which 
Mr. De Mille and his party 
brought to Salt Lake for the 
special engagement. During the 
screening, the producer and his 
assistants took copious notes 
and recorded reaction. How the 
film affected those in Friday 
night’s “guinea pig” audience 
will pretty much determine how 
it is finally presented to movie¬ 
goers all over the world. 

The print now will be taken 
back to Hollywood, given its 
final editing and cutting and 
then prepared for its world pre¬ 
mieres—in New York Nov, 9 
and in Hollywood Nov. 16. It 
will open in Salt Lake in Feb¬ 
ruary. 

; The audi enc e, which recorded 
its" reactions o n p review cards 
.after the „ picture* _was practi¬ 
cally unanimous in calling “The 
Ten Commandments” a monu- 


old producer of the $13,000,000'eluded “the greatest film eve r 
film. made,” “noble? 7 “stupendous” 

Many of the audience had and various other sup erlatives, 
stood in line prior to noon Fri- ( As used by th e audiences Fri- 
day to purchase tickets to the | d ay night, thes e words did not 
rare showing, tickets that were car ry t he empty ri ng of the de- 
snapped up 37 minutes after j scriptive phrases' given to usual 
they went on sale. Several thou-1 .golly wood productions. The re- 
sand others, by estimate of the- i action of the audience was proof 
ater officials, were unable to 11 1 Q f 

From the time Mr. De Mille, 
in a short curtain speech prior 
to the film, described “The Ten 
Commandments” as a record 

of the “beginning of the strug¬ 
gle for human liberty,” movie¬ 
goers sat in awe. They were 
completely spellbound at times. 
At other times they applauded. 

‘Perfect Audience* 

It was what the producer’s 
group described afterwards as 
“the perfect, audience ... It was 
the best audience reaction we 
have ever seen.” 

In his speech prior to the be¬ 
ginning of the film, De Mille 
hoped “that we are worthy of 
j the subject we have tried to pre¬ 
sent.” Judging from audience 
reaction, he and his • associates 
were. 

They were expected to leave 
Salt Lake City Saturday for 
their return to Hollywood. 
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Screen Milestone 


F UTURE historians seeking to identify the men 
who did most to shape the character of our time , 
will no doubt weigh carefully for that small lis t one 
familiar and popular name: Cecil B. DeMille. 

'<*' *-•- *• - »■ ■ am - j i -*'*** ■ - ■ ' ' p* r i | — - ... nunun—^41 rirT^T.^i-~i<rrT 

We advance the conjecture today, on the occa¬ 
sion Of Mr. De Mille’s 75th birthday. 

It is a proper and tenable proposition that no 
molder of present-day mahners and viewpoints has 
been more powerful .than the motion picture. Its im¬ 
pact is universal, its ability to persuade well-nigh 
irresistible. 

In the development of the medium, no man has 
been a greater innovator, a steadier force or mofe 
skilled craftsmanTHan Mr. ueMiiie. 

He made r the first iull-length picture, “The 
Squaw Man,” in 1913. 

Today he is finishing his newest work, “The Ten 
Commandments,” anticipated to introduce a hew era 
of grandiose concept and execution. 

Our congratulations go to Mr. DeMille today for 
a long career as pioneer, thinker and master in a 
great and difficult medium. 

And with the greeting goes bur admiration to an 
old friend who at 75 has the courage, enthusiasm 
and vigor—both as man and artist—that men half 
his age might well envy. 
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DeMiHe Speaks at School 
Named in His Honor 

Film Director Hails New Junior High as 
Living Affirmation of Right to Education 


Motion Picture Director Ce¬ 
cil B. De Mille was principal 
speaker last night at the ded¬ 
ication of a new Long Beach 
junior high school named in 
his honor. 

De Mille addressed a large 
crowd of students, teachers 
and civic leaders of Long 
Beach assembled at the new 
$1,750,000 group of struc¬ 
tures. 

De Mille said he sees the 

new school, and every school, 
as a living affirmation of the 
American faith which de¬ 
mands for every child the 
right to an education. 


blot out the very memory of 
them as well,” he said. 

“Now we have the power 
—or we are on the thresh¬ 
old of it—to destroy civili¬ 
zation beyond the possibility 
of salvage. 

“But that same power 
turned to other uses can 
change every desert in the 
world into a fruitful garden, 
can give every child assur¬ 
ance of food and education, 
can conquer the diseases that 
have baffled science until 
now, can help bring freedom 
and dignity to every man, 
and woman in every cornet I 
of the world. 


Thanks From Industry 

The 75-year-old filmmaker 
thanked his audience in the 
name of the entire motion 
picture industry, declaring 
that he feels the naming of 
the school for him was a rec¬ 
ognition that motion pictures 
have come of age as an in¬ 
dustry, an art and an educa¬ 
tional force in American life 
and throughout the world. 

“By naming this school as 
it has been named, the city 
of Long Beach is saying to 
every man and woman in 
the motion picture world, 
‘You, too, are educators. You, 
too, are molders of thought. 
You, too, have a responsibil¬ 
ity to the youth of America 
and to all humanity,” De 
Mille told his listeners. 


People to Decide 

'‘The young men and worn-1 
en who go through this new 
school will live to see which 
way this awful power will be 
used. More than that—thfey 
and their generation will de¬ 
cide it. 

“ And how they decide will 
depend in large measure 
upon what they are taught in 
this ^school"and other schools 


Power to Destroy 

“For the first time in his¬ 
tory a generation of human 
beings has. the power to an¬ 
nihilate history—not only to 
destroy every great work of 
art and every achievement 
of science and wisdom but to 


like it throughout the world: 

Milton Art h u r, Long 
Beach exhibitor and civic fig¬ 
ure, acted as chairman of 
the dedication ceremonies. 
Others participating were 
the Rev. Raymond Lindquist, 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Hollywood; George Vermil-i 
lion, Mayor of Long Beach; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hudson, pres¬ 
ident of the Long Beach 
Board of Education; Angelo 
Jacoboni, Mayor of Lake- 
wood; Mrs. George Gordon, 
president of the Long Beach 
pTA Council; Sylvia Erhart, 
who spoke in behalf of the 
student body, and Harold 
Judson, principal of the new 
school. 
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DeMille Talk 

Opens School 
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CECIL B. DE MILLE ASSISTS GIRL SPEAKER 
Sylvia Erhard accepted name of school for pupils 

™J^ 0NG L BEACH ’ Sept - 14.—iCecil B. DeMille, Holly- 

tonight was the principal 
’T t - a d T ! i dlcatlon cer emony of the new Cecil B. 

“Let this school be dedi- the civilization built upon 
cated tonight,” he told the it shall not perish from the 
hundreds in the audito- earth, but live and grow, in 
rmm, “not to the name of peace, dignity and freedom 

5^DV TY1 Qn yv a. 1. ^ __i __f . t.. « 


any man, but to the eternal 
principles of right, which 
will outlive every man. 

Sylvia Erhard, 12, an eighth 
grader, accepted the new 
school's name oir behalf of 
the students. 

“Let this be a day of dedi¬ 
cation . . . that this nation 
under God shall have a 
new birth in the minds, 
hearts and strength of the 
generations of the young 
men and women who will 
study here. 

“And that, in their hands 
the eternal Law of God and 


for all mankind.” 

The 75-year-old DeMille . 
noting that his father and 
mother had been school- 


I -■ , WUVIAVli 

| as “the sc ulptors of human 
hy," adding: — 

‘ I see this school and 
every sch ool as the living 
channel through which the 
wisdom of the past and t he 
skills of the prese nt' are~ 
transmitted to the guar- 
mans of the future.” ~TKe~ 
$1,'150,000 school plant is 
located on a 24-acre site at 
Parkcrest and Les Coyotes 
Diagonal. 
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; Recently, Mrs. Fifield 
! and I had the great privi¬ 
lege of seeing the forthcom¬ 
ing DeMille movie, “The 
Ten Commandments.” It 
was unforgettable. It will 
have an imponderable im¬ 
pact for good and for God 
and for Freedom. It will 
be immortal—more so even 
than DeMille’s “King of 
Kings” which still is shown 
to millions each year. 

The acting of Charlton 
Heston, a devoted member 
of our Church, is outstand¬ 
ing—gripping. The use of 
modern scientific device* 
in the writing of the Com¬ 
mandments on the Tablet* 
of Stone and the parting of 
(the waters of the Red Sea 
| is breath-taking. 

I 

The picture will help a 
lot of people straighten out 
their religious thinking • 
Moses is unique in history, 
being a great character in 
Christianity , Judaism and 
:Mohammedanism alike . The 
| Ten Commandments have 
compelling power and im¬ 
portance in our time . They 
could become a least com¬ 
mon denominator on the 
basis of which the earth 
could stand against the 
threat of pagan, anti-Gon 
communism and other cob 
lectivisms . 

I hope every reader of 
! this column will see the 
j picture. It will prove to b6 
'unforgettable for you as it 
j lias been for me. It might 
Seven start the long overdue 
i revival of moral and spirit¬ 
ual ideals through religion. 
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POSTGRADUATE ASSEMBLY OPENS— Car dinal McIntyre addresses-eighth annual post¬ 
graduate asemb'ly at St. John's Hospital, Santa Monica. Doctors and guests from all parts 
of the nation gathered for a three-day conference on medical problems.\The Cardinal dis¬ 
cussed relationship of priest and doctor to the patient. 



It is natural t h a t a close 
relationship should exist be* 
tween the doctor , and the 
priest, for between them they 
care for the entire health of 
man, both physical and spirit* 
ual, His .. Eminence . James 
Francis Cardinal McIntyre 
told the opening session of th e 
Eighth Annual Postgraduate 
Assembly at St John's Hos¬ 
pital last Mond ay. 

Speaking in the recently 
completed conference room in 
the new north wing of the 
hospital, the Cardinal told the 
assembly of doctors that while 
the spiritual care of man is of 
primary importance there is 
also need of dedicated medical 
care. 

The doctor's immediate con¬ 
cern is with the introduction 
■of life into being, His Emin¬ 
ence told the gathering. He is 
concerned with its growth and 
healthy development and with 
its inevitable and ultimate de¬ 
cay. 

\ 

“Your direct concern ceases 
there," the Cardinal continued. 
“However the chief concern 
and apprehension of the doc¬ 
tor of the soul is that life be 
lived in conformity with the 
law and the teachings of its 
Maker, so that its continued 
existence after departing from 
earthly habitation may receive 
the reward of eternal life. 

“Thus we are concerned 


with the same being. You 
with the physical dwelling 
and we with the earthly oc-, 
cupant of that dwelling. 

“You with natural function¬ 
ing of a human body; we with 
the soul which gives to that 
body life that will pass on 
when the shell of the physical 
life becomes antiquated and 
the soul seeks its realization 
in the company of heavenly 
abode." 

Perhaps some medical men 
might disagree with this sum¬ 
mary of the union of body and 
soul, the Cardinal said. Some 
in the profession, he said, 
were sceptical. 

To those who disagreed, the 


Cardinal suggested a viewing 


of the new-.movie, “The Ten 


Commandments. " 


“DeMille's masterpiece," he 


said, portrays a thesis. It 


proves majestically the ex¬ 


istence of God and proves 


that God's 1 a w is supreme 


and superior in every way to 


the law of man.Tt emphasizes, 


he deel»ared, that man's Jaw 
must be based on God’s law. 


ily most difficult to, quickly 
and accurately diagnose, these 
disorders by present clinical 
techniques are observable. 

The question and answer 
periods ran close to political 
comment on. a few occasions. 

In discussing disorders of 
the small intestine many of 
the questions were obviously 
related to the President's re¬ 
cent operation for ileitis. 

Ileitis was defined as basic¬ 
ally a young man’s disease 
generally occuring in the 
thirties. To the doctors, it 
was not a serious operation 
and there was more interest 
in the surgical technique em¬ 
ployed than in the sickness 
itself; — — 

The West Terrace of the 
north wing was devoted to a 
display of new equipment and 
drugs available to the doctors 
with literature distributed as 
to their use, effectiveness, and 
history. 




After the formal opening oP 
the assembly a three-day 
series of class-like discussions 
began on latest medical re¬ 
search, procedures and prob¬ 
lems. 

Dr. Ross Golden, professor 
of radiology at UCLA, pre¬ 
sented a lecture with illustra¬ 
tive slides on clinically impor¬ 
tant functional disorders of 
the small intestine. Ordinar¬ 
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THE KANSAS CITY JEWISH CHRONICLE 

The Ten Comihandmenfs Basic Platform 


For Humanity Rabbi Cashdan Teils Union 


An inspiring address which 
evoked a warm response was given 
by Rabbi Louis J. Cashdan, co- 
Rabbi of Temple B'nai Jehudah, on 
the first day of; the 43rd biennial 
convention of the dominant union 
in the entertainment fields, the 
International Alliance of Theatri¬ 
cal Stage Employes and Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of the 
United States and Canada. 

Known as the IATS.E, the union 
covers the theatre, film studios, 
television and radio spheres. The 
important convention, held in the 
Kansas City Municipal Auditor¬ 
ium, was attended by 1500 dele¬ 
gates and several hundred guests.- 

In the course of his address, 
Rabbi Cashdan said: “When we 
speak of your industry, most of 
us may think of the wonderful 
entertainment and as shown other¬ 
wise in advertising on the bill¬ 
boards and marquees of America. 
But, how many of us think at the 
same time of the creation, of the 
creative imagination, that can 
come out of the industry, and the 
wonderful influence and responsi- 
bilities that go into the hearts and 
souls of mankind and which will 
always be inspiring mankind. 

“This will be exemplified by 
‘The Ten Commandments* when 
that wonderful picture appears on 
the screens. We will be hearing a 
great deal about political plat¬ 
forms, about basic human rights, 
which are the fundamental inheri¬ 
tance of our two great political 
parties. We have the basic plat- 
platform for humanity in the Ten 
Commandments as received by 
Moses on M't. Sinai approximately 
thirty-five centuries ago, received 
not only for one people but for all 
peoples throughout the world. 
Moses was the first person to pro¬ 
claim a 6-day week. He made it 
possible for men, women and any 
individual who worked to have a 
God-given inherent right to rest 
during a certain part of the week. 
And we can thank God that we 
went beyond the 6-day week and 
thank God that we have an im¬ 
proved working schedule in the 
creativity of men in the 20th Cen¬ 
tury. 

“We have the right to earn a 
living as an inherent right within 
the Ten Commandments, and that 
right, of course, carries with it the 
responsibilities of work. It is 
through our urge to work that we 
can attain the introductory ideal 

within the Declaration of Inde- 

--——-—*———— 


pendence, the right to life, liberty 
and the" pursuit of happiness. 

“Now when this picture (The 
Ten Commandments) appears upon 
the screen, will it be an old story 
without any revelance to condi¬ 
tions in the present? Or will it be 
something that will relate itself to 
discussions within your various as¬ 
semblies during the course of con¬ 
vention week? It is my contention 
that we are going to recognize how 
contemporary are the ideals that 
will have been portrayed for us? * 

In his talk, Rabbi Cashdan fur¬ 
ther developed the thought that 
“the ideals of religion are the es¬ 
sential requirements for the atomic 
age." 

The motion picture referred to 
fey “The Ten Com- I 

mandments?' is a Cecil B. DeMille ; ' 
production. The famed producer- 
director is now completing this 
momentous film at the Paramount 
Studios in Hollywood. 
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* MIRROR-NEWS 



De Mi lie Given Award 
for Biblical Film Work 


Cecil B. De Mille yesterday 
was given the David Award 
by the committee of the Fes¬ 
tival of Faith and Freedom 
for his leadership in bring¬ 
ing the Bible to the world 

through motion pictures. 
The committee will present 
the American premiere of 
Darius Milhaud’s Biblical 


o^era, “David,” in Hollywood 
Bowl Sept 22. 


Walter Hilborn, chairman, 
used this quotation from 
Psalm 145 in. lauding De 

“One generation shall 
praise thy works to an¬ 
other, and shall declare 
thy mighty acts.” 

Rabbi Edgar F, Ma^nin of 
Wilshire Temple, a sponsor 
of the festival, said De 
Mille’s life and work reflect 
|the spirit of David . by his < 
'film accomplishments, par- < 
ticularly in “The Ten. Com -1 
mandments.” i 


DE MILLE (LEFT) ACCEPTS DAVID AWARD 
rom Rabbi Magnin, for making films based on Bible. 
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Great 


his 

H ERE is the cinema's 
Grand Old Man, Cecil 
B. de Mille, bent (with the 
dogged concentration of a 
,75-year-old schoolboy) over 
the two sorts of literature 
which have governed his 
Jife since childhood: the 
Holy Bible and a film script. 
Filming biblical stories 
on the huge spectacular 
scale he feels theydeserve 
has always been his chief 
preoccupation—almost his 
mania. 

He made a silent version of 
•‘The Ten Commandments,” in 
1923; a life of Christ, “The 
King of Kings,” and “Samson 
.and Delilah.” 

If one may judge by- pro¬ 
duction statistics his remake 
of “The Ten Commandments’’ 
(which London hopes to see 
before the year's end) will 
dwarf them all. 

IT cost ten million dollars 
to make. 

IT features 53 star actors, 
488 speaking parts, and 100 
gorgeous dancers—all hand- 
p i e k e d by seven easting 
directors. 

IT has 67 master-sets, not 
counting the 107-foot high 
Gates of Bameses, especially 
constructed in the Egyptian 
desert. 

EASY TO MOCK 

These sets required 950,000 
feet of timber, 11.2001b. J of 
nails, 1,540 tons of * plaster, 
4,725 gallons ‘ of paint and 
2.400 tons of soil—most of 
which had to be dyed to match 
the soil. of outdoor docatiohsi 
It is easy to mock this sort 
of thing. De Mjlle is inclined 
to mock it himself. But his 
tremendous sincerity, arid the 
missj,onary-tervour with which 
he seeks toTnfeprel Holy 
Writ ,to the millions^ maftes a 
rhocKery or mockery , 

nis aim is to preach— 
through the medium of the 
ctnema, tfrhich he loves—th^ 
message of Christianity which 
he loves still more. He tries 
to do this in the way he knows 
lie can do it best—to the top 
of' his spectacular bent. 

He. is a very good olg man, 
to/w hom the Church _:Sb3- the 

theimillio ns, 
should be grateful. 


de Mille proclaims 
faith with epics i 



T OMORROW we publish a set of magnificent 
exclusive photographs taken by the incompar¬ 
able Canadian photographer Karsh on the Paramount lot 
during the production of Cecil B. de Mille’s latest epic* 

“The Ten Commandments” 




and 
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,Qn *9-28-56, the Director .received a forma |s^~ 
'invitation from Paramou*. Jfefctures to attend 






a spgcial advan^e showing^r Ti, The Ten Commandments 


Kefth T s Theatre, Washington, D.C., on 
10-11-56. 
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Mr. Holloman._ 
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On September 26, 1956* CECIL B. DE MILLE, prominentv* 
motion-picture Producer and Director, who is associated with 

Paramount Pini-nn a a —Ltus-.5U5l Marathon Avenue, Los Angeles, 

advised SA that he is having a special preview 

showing or ms new picture "The Ten Commandments" for Government 
dignitaries and press representatives in Washington, D. C. 
on Thursday, October 18, 1956. 

' * « . iS kui? $ 

Mr. DE MILLE stated that he plans to extend a 
personal invitation to Director J. EDGAR HOOVER to a ttend 
this show. Hr. DE MILLE will make his headquarters in 
New Yo;rk fronuOctober 1 thru November 8, 1956 in connection 
with the promotion and previews of the picture in Eastern 
citgEed^ He,,advised that he will personally contact Director 
H00^ER--bynt‘elephone from New York to extend this invitation. 
TheagrisPFionAl: premiere of the picture is scheduled for New 
Yoijff C-fty oh^November 8, 1956. 
i **'«*'. 

i «/ This information is being submitted so that 

Director HOOVER will.be aware of Mr. DE MILLE*s intended 
invitation. 
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The above-captlonedl _ I of this office, who is -j 

a prominent motion picture producer and director currently asso¬ 
ciated with Paramount Pictures, Inc., 5^51 Marathon Avenue, Los 
Angeles, California, departed for New Yofk by air with members 
of his staff on September 29 , 1956 , where he will remain inter¬ 
mittently until November 9* 1956. Mr. DE MILLE'e New York visit 
is in connection with the promotion campaign and press previews 
of his new production w The Ten Commandments". -He will headquarter 
at the Plaza Hotel, New York City, while visiting other eastern 
cities prior to the premier of the picture in New York on f 

November 8 , 1956 . fjV 


'<■ T,..*-’ 


For the information of the Bureau and interested Jy\ 
offices, Mr. DE MILT.F. has been furnished with the name of the Vi J 
Special Agent in Charge, office address and telephone number JO 
for those cities wherein he will visit, and it has been jJL* 

suggested to him that he contact any of these offices in the <4 
event that this agency can be of assistance to him. His lyU 
transportation and hotel reservations, have all previously beenif 
arranged for by the Paramount Pictures, Inc. organization, and-ir 
representatives of that concern will be available in cities yf 
where he is scheduled to stop to be of assistance to him. ,jn 

Mr. DE MILIE's itinerary is being set forth hereinaf|llr| 
for the information of the Bureau and offices covering citiesIJJr 
wherein he will appear during his tour so that these dlyisionsTH. 
will be aware of his visit. ' V ^ 

. * •' t * * v . * 

r , * , . ' ,•* 

A * ^ 

f}- Bureau M 1 - Cleveland, v 

1 - Boston 1 - Detroit ' •’. . 

I 1 - New York i'Jfj 

1 - Baltimore. . 1 , - Philadelphia. 

1 - Chicago 1 - Washington Field //, // 

1 - Cincinnati, i _ r^o A^oi^a " 


V" * ^ * 
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1 - Cleveland, V 
1 - Detroit , 

1 - New York k ■> 

1 - Philadelphia £//,' ( . 

1 - Washington Field //, A/, 
1 - Los Angeles 
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TO: 

HE: 


Saturday, September 29, 1956 

Leave Los Angeles, California 9:00 a.in. Arrive New 
York 7:45 p.m. Reside at Plaza Hotel, 5th Avenue and 59th 
Street, New York. 

Sunday, October 7, 1956 

Leave New York via Pennsylvania Railroad Train 149 
at 2:00 p.m. Arrive Philadelphia 3:^5 p.m. Stop at Warwick 
Hotel. 

Monday, October 8, 1956 

Leave Philadelphia via Pennsylvania Railroad Train 156 
at 7:18 p.m. Arrive New York City 9:00 p.m. 

Sunday, October 14, 1956 

Leave New York via NYNH&H Train 22 at 1:00 p.m. Arrive 
Boston, Massachusetts, 5:15 p.m. Stop at Sheraton-Plaza Hotel. 

Tuesday, October 16, 1956 

^ Leave Boston via American Airlines Flight 363 at 5:30 

p.m. Arrive Washington, D.C. 7:45 p.m. Stop at Statler Hotel. 


Friday, October 19, 1956 

♦ 

Motor to Baltimore, Maryland, and return to Washington, 
D.C., stopping in Baltimore at the Lord Baltimore Hotel. 

Sunday, October 21, 1956 

Leave Washington, D.C. via Capitol Airlines Flight 465 
at 2:15 p.m. Arrive Buffalo, New York, 4:05 p.m. Stop at 
Statler Hotel. 

Monday, October 22, 1956 

'Motor to Niagara Falls, Ontario. Stop at General 
‘ £> Brock Hotel. 
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TO: 

BE: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 



1K7P 

Unl luj r w 


Tuesday, October 23, 1956 

P Motor to Toronto, Canada. Stop at Royal York Hotel. 

Wednesday, October 24, 1956 

ff) 

Leave Toronto via Trans-Canada Airlines Flight 307 
at 5:10 p.m. Arrive Chicago, Illinois, 6:10 p.m., Stop at 
Conrad Hilton Hotel. 

Sunday, October 28, 1956 

Leave Chicago via American Airlines Flight 764 at 
3:40 p.m. Arrive Detroit, Michigan, 5:10 p.m. Stop at 

Sheraton-Cadillac Hotel. 

» »* * • » 

' * 

Monday, October 29, 1956 

Leave Detroit via train (railroad not identified) 
at 5:15 P.m. Arrive Cleveland, Ohio, 8:20 p.m. Stop at ... 
Statler Hotel. 

Wednesday, October 31, 1956 

Leave Cleveland, Ohio, via New York Central Railroad 
Train 401 at 5:00 p.m. Arrive Cincinnati, Ohio, 10:40 p.m. 
Stop at Netherlands Plaza Hotel. 

Thursday, November 1,^ 1956 

Leave Cincinnati, Ohio, via Pennsylvania Railroad 
Train 40 at 5:00 p.m. Arrive New York City 8:05 a.m., Friday 
November 2, 1956. 

Friday, November 9* 1956 

/ Leave New York via Pennsylvania Railroad Train 125 at 

\/ 11:30 a.m. Arrive Washington, D.C. 3:25 P.m. Stop at Statler 
v Hotel. '“srrzsss*. 


- 3 - 





10/4/56 

* «S W ABBA 

b7C 


Monday, November 12, 1956 

Leave Washington, D.C. via American Airlines Plight 7 
at 12:00 noon. Arrive Los Angeles 5:10 p.m. 

w—■ 

The foregoing itinerary was made available to this 
office by Mr. DE MILLE's office on October 2, 1956 and is 
subject to change depending upon the developments which take 
place in connection with this tour. 
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TO 


: Mr. Nichols 




from M. nes 




subject: Cec il B» Belli lie 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: November 28, 1956 


There are attached excerpts concerning the above- 
captioned case taken from ’’The FBI Story, A Report to the People, ” 
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts 
are from page(s) 208 _of the book. 

The full text of the book may be found in the FBI Library. 


Enclosure 


1 € ‘ 


*CiJ> 


a«*»- 
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not recorded - 

18 MAR 19 1957 
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le untofcT story back of the FBI’s antisabotage and antiespionage 
precautions was that Hoover had two primary motives in initiating 
them: first, there must not be any enemy espionage and sabotage such 
as there had been in World War I; and second, there must not be per¬ 
mitted to develop any vigilante system of wartime law enforcement. 
The records of the FBI reveal Hoover’s motives to be that simple. 

After the Pearl Harbor attack, the FBI was flooded with offers from 
citizens who wanted to help in the war effort. In Hollywood, movie 
magnate Cecil B. DeMille offered to organize, head and finance an 
“FBI unit” throughout the picture industry. The proposal was relayed 
to Hoover by James Roosevelt, the President’s son. 

“I appreciate deeply the very generous and patriotic offer made by 
DeMille,” Hoover informed his Special Agent in Charge at Los An¬ 
geles, “but at the present time it does not seem necessary for us to 
avail ourselves of it as we have the situation well in hand ... I do 
not think jthe present situation warrants the establishment of any so- 
called auxiliary of the FBI. . . .” 


Excerpt from page 20Q of 
”The FBI Story, A Report 
to the People " by Don Whitehead 
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The above-cap tioned|_^_|of this office, who 

is a prominent motion picture producer and director currently 
associated with^Paramount Pictures, Inc., 5^51 Marathon Avenue, 
Hollywood, California, departed via Southern Pacific Railroad 
for Dallas, Texas, on February 10, 1957. Mr. DE MILLE is • 
scheduled to arrive in Dallas on the morning of February 12, 1957, 
where he will remain until the.evening of February 13, 1957* 

While.in Dallas, he will be engaged in the promotion of the 
opening of his new picture "The Ten Commandments" in that city. 

He will reside at the Statler-Hilton Hotel in Dallas during 
this visit. 

♦ 

Mr. DE MILLE is scheduled to leave Dallas on the 
evening of February 13/ 1957, hy train and is scheduled to 
arrive in New York City on February 15 , 1957, where.he will 
remain until February 25, 1957* During this New York visit, 
he will reside at the Plaza Hotel. DE MILLE's New York visit 
is for the purpose of further promoting the sale of his 
recent picture "The Ten Commandmentsi' and he is scheduled to 
appear on the ED SULLIVAN Show, which.will be televised over 
CBS-TV on Sunday, February 17, 1957. He is also scheduled to 
make appearances in connection with this picture before 
various civic, religious and business groups. 

. While in New York, Mr. DE MILLE is tentatively 
scheduled to visit Atlantic, City on February 16 , 1957. 

He is scheduled to leave New York on February 25, 19: 

and to arrive in Los Angeles on February 28, 1957. 

* . ^ ^ ' 1 ' 

Copies of this letter are being designated for the 
Dallas and.New York Field Divisions so that those offices will 
be^ aware of Mr. DE MILLE 1 a visit / It has been suggested to him 
that should' an~occasion arise wherein this agency co.uld extend 
any courteousies to hini while in the Dallas; or New York areas, 
that he contact the Special Agents in Charge of these offices. 
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Office Memorandum 


• UNITED ST^nSS GOVE 

Mr. Belmont_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

flli ATTENTION date.- 4/24/jfc S T. 

. . . Mr. Tamm_ 

Mr. Trouter.yYt 

gQK \ Mr. N^ase 

Tele. RooittT$L 
_ Mr. HollomanJ* 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) 

O 

CECIL B. DE MI LLE 

K7f 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION 


DIRECTOR, FBI PERSONAL ATTENTION DATE: 4/24/b^ 




w 


The above-captioned contact advised on 4/23/57 that he Is 
scheduled to depart from Los Angeles via air on Friday, 4/26/57 > 
for a two-weeks* eastern trip during which time he will receive 
awards In Washington, Baltimore, Boston and New York for his 
film achievements, notably for "The Ten Commandments." He also 
will officiate at the presentation of the Washington Pilgrimage. 
Awards on Saturday, 4/27/57* ///) 


o 

1,4 J 



^ OCTACU £l\ 


Mr. DE MILLE has been selected as one of nine winners of the 
first U. S. Chamber of Commerce "Great Living Americans" award ^ 
to be presented at a Washington dinner on Monday, 4/28/57 . On * -4 
Tuesday, 4/29/57, Mr. DE MILLE will receive a citation from the ly/ 
American Jewish Congress In Baltimore, Maryland. On Thursday, 

5/2/57, the Massachusetts Committee of Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews will honor him In Boston and on Tuesday, 5/7/57* he wiliip 
be cited by the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of the Staiyp* 
of New York, at a banquet In the Sheraton-Astor Hotel, New York olty. 

Following his arrival In Washington, D. C. on the evening offj® 
4/26/57 , Mr. DE MILLE will reside at the Sheraton-Carlton Hotel JJjl 
until his departure by air for Boston on 5/1/57. He will make aB* 
motor trip to Baltimore on Tuesday,.4/30/57, returning to 
"Washington, D. C. that evening. He will remain in Boston from ||g\| 
5/1/57 until 5/3/57 at the Statler Hotel and will depart for Nevf*TX" 
York City on Friday, 5/3/57 via airlines where he will stay at 
the Plaza Hotel until his return flight to Los Angeles on 
Saturday, 5/11/57. 

Mr. DE MILLE has mentioned that should his time permit, 
while in Washington, D. C., he may call Director HOOVER as he 
would enjoy having an opportunity to converse with him. 

2 - Bureau A,/?/ C °#D( 0 „ i,S'b 3 / - & 

1 - Baltimore * $10 —* ■"=*—* . 

1 - Boston a . \ 

1 - New York City , . Jy 3* MAY 3 rao» kL, 

1 - Washington Meld . w" 
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Although usual courtesies have been extended to 
Mr. DE MILLE in connection with this trip, he has advised that 
all of his transportation and hotel accommodations have been 
previously arranged and that the Paramount Pictures representatives 
in the various cities in which he will visit will be available 
to assist him as situations may arise. 

Copies of this letter are being designated for those 
offices covering the cities which DE MILLE will visit during 
this eastern trip Inasmuch as it has been suggested to him 
that he contact the Special Agents in Charge of these divisions 
should any occasion arise wherein this agency could be of 
assistance to him. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Mr. Nicho 


DATE: April 29, 1957 


FROM : M. A. 


0 


subject: CECIL B. DEMILLE 


PURPOSE: 


To set forth information in Bureau files concerning above 
captioned individual. 


Tolson_ 

Nichols _ 
Boardman 
Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Trotter_ 

Nease .. ' 
Tele, rtcfl 
. Holloman 
Gandy_ 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

t 

DeMille, the well-known motion picture producer, was born August 12, 
1881. He has produced many movies, his latest being "The Ten Commandments. M 


INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 


b7C 


1 4 a/ 


A review of the abstracts of DeMille’s main file 62-65631 reflects tnat 
the Bureau has had cordial relations for a number of years with DeMille. He has served 

_Los Angeles Office and during World War n cooperated 

closely with the FBI.. The Director has had cordial correspondence with DeMille as 
congratulating him on his birthday. In 1956, DeMille invited the Director to view ’’The 
Ten Commandments. ” The Director’s schedule did not permit, however, Mr. Hoover 
added that he knew this picture would’hdd more laurels to the unchallenged reputation" 
which DeMillej^created. 

DeMille is presently on the Bureau Special Correspondents’ List. 


RE COMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 




cc - Mr. Holloman 
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On 10/3/57 the above eaptlonedl_|of th f.s~~rfffi 

office who is a prominent motion picture producer and director"/ 
currently associated with Paramount Pictures, Inc., Hollywood/ 
California, advised that he is leaving Los Angeles qn 10/11/57 
for an extended visit to European cities. 

En route to Europe he will fly to Dallas and Waco, 
Texas,; where on 10/12/57 he will address a convocation at 
Baylor University and will be awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree from that institution. On the same day Mr. DE MILLE 
will proceed to New York City by air where he will reside at 
the Plaza Hotel until his departure for Rome, Italy, by air 
on 10/14/57. 

* ,*•*., ‘ 

■ 

He is scheduled to arrive in Rome, Italy , on 10/15/57 
and will remain there until 10 / 19/57 in connection wiTHuie 
premiere of his most recent, picture "The Ten Commandments." 

While in Rome, he will have an audience with the Pope on 
10/16/57 and is scheduled to address an assembly of Cardinals 
and Archbishops on that date. On 10/17/57 he is to meet the 
President of Italy and will speak briefly to a number of 
Government officials who will be assembled for the occasion. jh 
On 10/18/57 he will be the guest of the American Ambassador // 
to Italy at a luncheon to be held in the American Embassy in Jy 
Rome. , : / 


’.*4* 


. Mr.. DE MILLE will leave Rome via air fo^^rapkfurt, 
Germany on 10/18/57. Thereafter he will visit Bonn, jjO'rrftany, 
on 10/19/57 where he will confer with President ADENAUER. He 
will visit Berlin on 10/20/57 and will go to Paris..,- Frances'.) o 


21/57 ..' While in Paris he is scheduled to mee 

France bn 10/28/57. foCL — / 
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Thereafter Mr. DE MILLE will fly to London, England, 
on 10/30/57 where he will confer with Paramount Pictures’ 
foreign distributors regarding the European releases of "The 
Ten Commandments. " He is scheduled to return to Los Angeles 
on ll/8/57 via Scandanavian Airlines from Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Usual courtesies have been extended to Mr. DE MILLE 
in connection with this trip; however, he has advised that all 
of his transportation and hotel reservations have been previously 
made by the Paramount Pictures' representatives and that those 
representatives will accomodate him in the American and European 
cities which he is scheduled to visit. It is suggested, however, 
that the Bureau might desire to advise its Legal Attaches In 
the European countries which Mr. DE MILLE is scheduled to visit 
of his plans for this trip. 

Mr. DE MILLE confidentially advised that he has 
recently been extended an invitation by the President of Turkey 
to visit Ankara, Turkey, during this European trip to discuss 
some motion picture project which the Turkish President has 
under consideration. The invitation was extended to DE MILLE 
by a letter from Attorney CHARLES DARWIN BROWN, member of the 
firm of GINSBURG, LEVENTHAL and BROWN, Washington, D.C., who 
represents the Turkish government in some legal matters in this 
country. DE MILLE has consulted the State Department in 
Washington, D.C., regarding his acceptance of any invitation 
to visit Turkey and that department has encouraged him to 
accept this invitation. In view of the State Department's 
desire for DE MILLE to accept the Turkish invitation, plans 
are being made for Attorney BROWN to confer with DE MILLE in 
New York before the latter's departure for Europe on 10/13 or 14/57 
regarding the specific details of the Turkish President's invi¬ 
tation. 


If a visit to Turkey would be helpful to this Govern¬ 
ment 's relations with Turkey and if such a visit will not 
expose DE MILLE to criticism from any other foreign nations, 
he will arrange his European schedule to spend several days in 
Ankara. The scheduling for any visit to Turkey will not be 
determined until after DE MILLE»s conference with Attorney 
BROWN in New York. 

/ M 

Copies of this letter are being designated to Dallas 
and New York Offices so that those offices will be aware of 
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DE MILLE's visit within those cities. However, no contact 
with him will be necessary at these points unless he has 
occasion to call the Agent in Charge, whose identities have 
been furnished him. 
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Reference Los Angeles letter to Director 10/4/57* 


On October 25, 1957, Mr. DE KILLE was the main 0 
speaker at theNAmerican Club of Paris. A copy of his speech > 

is attached for\he attention of the Research Section. r ' 

\ " /*' .J 

Legat had an opportunity to speak'briefly with Mr/ 

|DE KILLE who spoke warmly of the Director and the SACs of^the 
ILos Angeles office, he stated that representatives'of Pm’amoupt' 
Pictures were taking care of him. H e thanked the Bureaujrd^ow-' 
•ever, for offering to be of assistance to him. **L* • • 
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American Club, Paris 
Address by Cecil B. deMille 
Friday, October 25, 1957 


Thank you for that very generous introduction. 

Let me thank the American Club too, for changing its day 
of meeting this week for my benefit. 

A few years ago I had the honor of taking part 
with President Eisenhower and the French Ambassador to the 
United States in the celebration of the 150th anniversary 
of the transfer of Louisiana from France to the United States. 
At that time President Eisenhower spoke of one of his 
favorite topics, a topic that cannot be spoken of too often - 
the fact that every American abroad is a kind of ambassador 
of the United States and should therefore try to represent 
America worthily and honorably. That is particularly true 
of an organization like the American Club of Paris and the 
presence here today of so many distinguished citizens of 
France is a testimony of how well this Club does represent 
the best of America in a country*which has been so long one 
of America*s best friends. 

• * 

I am not going to attempt to relate the history 
of the friendship of our two republics. I am sure that 
everyone in this room knows it^and, what is more important 
cherishes it deeply. ; : 

Neither am I going to'-use this valuable time, which 
you have allotted me, by telling you how much I admire Paris. 
Who does not admire Paris ? 


I must however voice my own personal debt to France. 


Back in 1913 when Jesse Lasky, Samuel Goldwyn and I 
joined forces to make pictures, American films - with few 
exceptions were fairly crude. .* 

My partners and I thought that the screen was worthy 
of something better than Indians chasing cowboys and cowboys 
chasing Indians. 


We thought that it was possible to bring great drama 
to the screen and that the public would welcome it. And one 
of the films which impressed us most and convinced us that 
we were on the right track was the French picture "Queen 
Elizabeth", which brought to the screen that great actress 
and great woman, Sarah Bernhardt. 
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Adolph Zukor brought that film to America in 1912* 

The controlling interests in the American film 
industry would not let him show it in their theatres* It 
was too long they said - the public would never sit still 
through four reels and besides, what would the story of a 
great queen portrayed by a great actress mean to the 
American motion picture audience ? 

In effect, the business men controlling the American 
film industry in 1912 told Mr. Zukor that he was an impractical 
dreamer and that they wanted none of his dreams. 

But Mr. Zukor is in fact a very practical dreamer. 
Barred from every motion picture house in the United States 
he took legitimate theatres and exhibited Sarah Bernhardt 
in "Queen Elizabeth" with outstanding success. 

That French film created in the United States a new 
audience for motion pictures and for the kind of pictures 
that Mr. Lasky, Mr. Goldwyn and I wanted to make. 

In the years that have followed the film industries 
of our two countries have developed - each in its own way - 
and naturally along somewhat different lines - and that is 
entirely right and healthy that the motion pictures of each 
nation should express the native genius of the people who 
make them. 

By doing so they fulfill their high function as 
ambassadors of understanding between peoples. The fragile 
strips of celluloid upon which we paint in light and sound 
can be among the very strongest ties binding together 
peoples of different languages and different cultures but 
who share the same humanity and the same ideals. 

Allow me to quote part of a letter I received from 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan while I was in Egypt filming 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS : "God has given you a most powerful 
medium for the projection of thoughts and ideas - and I 
sincerely hope that you will undertake with missionary zeal 
the task of producing films which will have this definite 
objective in view to bring about religious understanding 
with a view to the safeguarding of our free and democratic 
way of life." Unquote from Mohammed Ali. A Moslem. 
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When leaders of nations tell us - as the highest 
officials of some countries have told me - that as boys 
they derived their conception of the world, their ideas of 
right and wrong, from motion pictures - it brings home to 
us who make those pictures an awe-inspiring responsibility. 

It is a sobering thought that the decision we make 
at our studio desk may intimately affect the lives of men, 
women and children throughout the world. Who else can go 
as our pictures go into every corner of the world almost 
into every home and heart of the world ? 

Who else, except the missionaries of God, has had 
our opportunity to make the brotherhood of man not a phrase 
but a reality, a brotherhood, sharing the same laughter and 
the same tears, dreaming the same dreams, encouraged by 
the same hopes, inspired by the same faith in man and in 
God which we paint for them night after night on the screens 
of the world ? 

These thoughts were constantly in our minds while 
we were making THE TEN COMMANOMENTS. They are in my mind 
and deeply in my heart when I'"speak to you - or to any 
audience about THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

You may know that neither Mrs. deMille nor I receive 
any financial profit from THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. What would 
normally be our share of its earnings has been irrevocably 
assigned to a trust fund for educational charitable and 
religious purposes. 

» 

My only reward is in the letters that come to me 
from scholars who commend the exactness and thoroughness 
of our research from churchmen of all creeds acknowledging 
that we have faithfully translated the Bible from the printed 
page to the living screen. And above all from men, women 
and children in all walks of life who write in these words 
"This picture has made God real to me." 

In the Middle Ages the architects and sculptors of Europe T s 
glorious cathedrals translated the Bible into stone for a 
people who could not read the Bible. Today in productions 
like THE KING OF KINGS, SAMSON AND DELILAH, and 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS we translate the Bible to the screen 
for a generation which in great numbers does not read the 
Bible. Using the most modern, the most expressive, the 
most popular of art forms - we follow in the footsteps of 
the architects, sculptors, painters, and composers who have 
translated the Bible into their art forms for centuries past. 

/ 

./ . 
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Perhaps we follow them from afar - but the motives 
are the same and the effects are the same - not to 
interpret the Bible, for that is the business of churchmen 
scholars and the readers themselves, but simply to make the 
Bible vivid and real to the men, women, and children of today. 

In principle this use of motion pictures is as 
valid and valuable as the use of painting, sculpture, music 
cr any other art to enrich the minds and uplift the souls 
of men and women and especially children who learn so 
readily, and retain so indelibly what comes into their 
minds through the double doors of sight and hearing. 

■% 

In fact, I know of no nobler use to which motion 
pictures could be put than to teach children ’to know God 
and to keep His Law. 

I have spoken of my own work because it is 
naturally close to my heart* but I do not apologize for that 
because it is also, I believe, close to the democratic 
ideals shared by France and America. 

The Ten Commandments are the first charter of 
democracy. When the Tablets of the Law are represented 
in art, as you know, the Commandments are usually divided, 
so that one tablet shows the laws governing our relations 
with our fellow-men. 

All that we hold dear concerning human rights stems 
from that second Tablet of the Law. Here was the first 
really enduring recognition of human rights. Liberty came 
into the world when this Law was born. Liberty will live 
in the world only as long as this Law is kept. 

Let me repeat words that some of you may have read 
for they are as valid in Paris, London, Rome, or Berlin, 
as they were when I spoke them in New York a year ago. 

Our modern world defined God as a ’religious complex’ 
and laughed at the Ten Commandments as. old-fashioned. 

Then through the laughter came the shattering 
thunder of great world wars - each more terrible than the 
last and a blood-drenched bitter divided world no longer 
laughing cries for a way out. 

There is but one way out. It existed before it 
was engraved upon tablets of stone. It will exist when 
stone has crumbled into dust. 

The Ten Commandments are not rules to obey as a 
personal favor to God. They are the fundamental principles 
without which mankind cannot live together. 










They are not only democracy^ charter. They are 
its guiding light, its steady beacon, pointing toward the 
day when the darkness of slavery and oppression will be 
banished from the earth. 

When that light, kindled first in a Burning 
Bush, will shine in the faces of every man, woman and child 
in the world - then all mankind will be embraced in the 
same liberty, equality, and fraternity which shine upon 
the splendid banner that France carries proudly among the 
nations of the world. 
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The Foundation 
of Freedom 


President White, Your Excellency, Members of 
the Board of Trustees and the Faculty, Honored 
Guests, Fellow Students: 

Every American has reason to be grateful that 
the Republic of Texas in 1845 decided to annex 
the United States. 

This morning gives me an added personal 
reason to be grateful. 

The Governor of Texas recently honored me 
by making me an honorary citizen of this State. 
I replied to his Excellency that, while the Bible 
says that no man can add a cubit to his stature, 
if anything could make a man feel taller than he 
was before, being made a Texan would do it. 

And this morning, the oldest University in 
Texas, whose charter goes back to the days of 
the Republic, adds still another link to the golden 
chain of gratitude which binds me to this State. 
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President White, I thank you from my heart 
for this wonderful, this truly Texan reception 
that Baylor University has given me. I think it 
is particularly happy that this year's Conference 
on American Ideals should take place on Oc¬ 
tober 12th. 

This is the date on which, in the year 1492, at 
two o'clock in the morning, a sailor on one of 
the little ships of Christopher Columbus first 
saw the land of the New World. 

It had been an anxious voyage. 

Those three little ships carried brave men and 
timid men—men who wanted to turn back be¬ 
cause the voyage was long and hard and because 
the compass sometimes seemed untrustworthy, 
and those three little ships carried men who want¬ 
ed to mutiny—but they also carried men who 
shared the vision and the hope of their great Ad¬ 
miral, whose eyes were ever turned westward and 
whose heart of courage never failed. 

I have always been glad that, while it was one 
of the sailors who first saw land, it was Columbus 
himself who, four hours earlier, saw the first sign 
of life upon that land—and that what he saw was 
a light. 

As an American, I am glad that what America 
first showed to the discoverers was a light. 

That is symbolic, I think. 

The theme of this annual conference at Baylor 
University is American Ideals. 

This conference is also a voyage of discovery 
—an invitation to all of us to re-discover Ameri¬ 
ca. 

And what is this America of ours? It is a 
broad and wealthy land—“beautiful for spacious 
skies and amber waves of grain"—but it is more 
than a land. 










It is a numerous and mighty people, resource¬ 
ful, energetic, open-hearted people—but it is more 
than a people. 

America is an ideal, based upon an idea. It 
was the first country in the world ever deliberate¬ 
ly founded on an idea—the powerful and revolu¬ 
tionary idea expressed in our Declaration of In¬ 
dependence, that all men are created equal and 
are endowed by their Creator with certain in¬ 
alienable rights. 

That is the light which America kindled in a 
world darkened by tyranny and oppression. 

That is the light upon which a conference like 
this invites us to fix our eyes—not to content our¬ 
selves with empty boasts about it, but rather to 
let it illumine our minds and guide our steps. 

We are not here to congratulate ourselves, but 
to re-examine ourselves in that light. 

We are here to discover America. It is fitting 
that this exploration should take place here at a 
great university. 

As long ago at 1838, President Lamar of the 
Republic of Texas, addressing the Congress of 
the Republic, spoke of “our duty to adopt a com¬ 
prehensive and well-regulated system of mental 
and moral culture.” The schools of America— 
grade schools, high schools, colleges and univer¬ 
sities, public and private—are the lamps that must 
hold and nourish and keep alive the light of 
American ideals. 

President Lamar understood those ideals, and 
how they must be kept alive, when he spoke of 
both "mental and moral culture.” 

We are proud of our schools—of the number 
of Americans who can read and write—of the 
skill and “know-how” which fit our young people 
into our ever-expanding economic and technical 
systems. 
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We are concerned—and rightly, since the satel¬ 
lite launching—about the comparative figures on 
scientific and technical education in Russia and 
the United States; and I hope we are going to do 
something about it, by greater collaboration be¬ 
tween industry and education, by increased aid to 
students gifted in those fields, and in every pos¬ 
sible way to make sure that we do not fall behind 
the Soviet Union in this vitally important matter. 

Also it is encouraging to note, a beginning of 
increased interest in the importance of the liberal 
arts and the social sciences—for our civilization 
is not based on gadgets only, but upon the wisdom 
of the philosophers, the poets, the artists, and the 
saints of ages past—the great minds and great 
souls who had a vision of the “know-why” as 
well as the “know-how.” 

Baylor University gives the rest of America an 
outstanding example of this realization. 

No one could pass through Baylor University 
without being aware of your unequalled Brown¬ 
ing collection—and that not only honors a great 
poet, but is a standing emblem of the value you 
place upon great poetry. 

No student of Baylor—if he is worthy of Bay¬ 
lor—can go out into life without an appreciation 
of that value, and without being bettered by it. 

Taking American schools by and large, I think 
President Lamar might be more or less satisfied 
with our progress in “mental culture.” 

But I wonder if he would be as contented with 
our progress in “moral culture.” 

Here again, Baylor is one of the shining ex¬ 
ceptions—for every student here, I am told, takes 
at least one course in the Bible and one on the 
Constitution of the United States. 

But outside the church-related schools like Bay¬ 
lor and the others, Protestant, Catholic, and Jew- 
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ish, how many American children and young 
people can go through eight, twelve, sixteen or 
more years of education without hearing any 
mention of the spiritual values of what President 
Lamar called “moral culture ?” 

This concern has been brought home to me by 
the number of letters I receive in every mail from 
men, women, and children who have seen our pro¬ 
duction of “The Ten Commandments” and who 
tell me that it has made God real to them. 

A suprising number of those letters go on to 
say that more is needed—that the message of 
“The Ten Commandments” should be brought 
more fully into public and private life, and into 
education. 

Let me quote just two of those many letters. 

The first is from a woman in Colorado who 
writes: 

“It is tragic that public schools do not re¬ 
quire courses in the moral and spiritual herit¬ 
ages of America, just as in reading, English, 
arithmetic, and such ... The Bible is the 
most important book to be studied which 
cannot be substituted by any other subject, 
or interest, or desires, or experience, or mon¬ 
ey, or material possessions.” 

The second letter is from here in Texas—and 
I quote it: 

“In my opinion, we have made more improve¬ 
ment physically and scientifically in the 
schools and less spiritually than in any other 
time in history . . . We need Moses today to 
lead us out of our educational difficulties . . . 
It will take a Moses to lead us out.” 

These letters are not from ministers or pro¬ 
fessional religious educators. 

They are from average good citizens, who have 
sensed what Albert Einstein put so well: “Science 
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without religion is lame; religion without science 
is blind.” 

The principle of the separation of church and 
state—to which every good American is devoted— 
has never meant and need never mean the exclu¬ 
sion of moral and religious values from education 
or the exiling of God from our national life. 

If you believe that it does mean that, you must 
cut out of the Declaration of Independence its 
most potent clause—“endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights”—and when you 
cut that out, you have cut out the heart that pumps 
the life-blood of liberty through the nation’s veins. 

If men will not be ruled by God, they will cer¬ 
tainly be ruled by tyrants. 

Liberty is a word dear to Texans. 

Liberty is the foremost of those American 
ideals which we have met here today to consider. 

But that light we have spoken of—the light of 
American ideals—was kindled on far-off Mount 
Sinai, three thousand years ago, in a Burning 
Bush. 

That is what we have tried to tell in our pro¬ 
duction “The Ten Commandments”—the story of 
the birth of freedom. 

We have been subject to some occasional well- 
meaning criticism because our production is not 
a sermon on the meaning of each Commandment 
in the Decalogue. 

It is not the business of motion pictures to 
preach sermons. 

It is their business to tell stories—in the case 
of Biblical pictures like “The Ten Command¬ 
ments,” to recount faithfully the story of the 
events through which God and man meet. 

Those events occur at particular moments of 
history, in particular places—and so we need 
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painstaking reseaxxh to reconstruct those times and 
places as they were. 

In the making of “The Ten Commandments/' 
we had the assistance and encouragement of 
many fine scholars of all faiths—including Bay¬ 
lor's own Professor Yates. 

Those Biblical events occur to very real peo¬ 
ple, people of flesh and blood like ourselves—and 
so they must be portrayed as very real men and 
women, with all the traits that make humanity 
sometimes so lovable and sometimes so perplex¬ 
ing, but always so fascinating! 

That is precisely what the Bible does—and 
that is why the Bible is not only the Word of 
God, but great human literature, and an over¬ 
flowing store-house of human drama, as well. 

Moses and Pharaoh did not know that they 
were Biblical characters. 

We simply translate the Bible from the printed 
page to the screen, from the written word to 
action, color, sound, and the spoken word—giving 
back to those great events the vivid reality they 
had for those who lived them. 

I have spoken at this length about my own 
work—please forgive me—because it is related to 
the theme of this conference, and because it is 
really not mine. 

Apart from the dramatic construction, it is 
all in the Bible, and in the ancient authors who 
fill out for us the missing years in Moses' life, 
and in the findings of the scholars whose labors 
with spade and pen enable us to reconstruct the 
state of civilization at that time when, Sir Wins¬ 
ton Churchill says, mankind took the “most de¬ 
cisive leap forward" in its history—the time when 
freedom under God was born into the world. 

If we would discover America, the America 
whose ideals are the subject of this conference, 
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we must go back to that time—and if we would 
make American ideals live for our children and 
our children’s children, we must make the les¬ 
sons of three thousand years ago live today. 

In Moses and Pharaoh, the same two forces 
met which face each other today across an anx¬ 
ious world. 

Is man the property of the state or is he a 
free soul under God? 

Is man to be ruled by law or by the whims of 
an individual? 

To those everlasting questions, Pharaoh gave 
the same answer that totalitarianism gives today- 

Communism is not new—it is only a new 
form of one of the oldest evils in the world. 

Is man a free soul under God? 

We must give the answer Moses gave, if 
America is to survive, and if human liberty itself 
is not to perish from the earth. 

God chose Moses. 

We must choose God. 

That is part of our wonderful, and our terrify¬ 
ing freedom—that we have the choice. 

Moses said: “Who is on the Lord’s side, let 
him come to me”—and in his arms, as he said it, 
he held the tablets of the Ten Commandments, 
written with the finger of God. 

If we would choose liberty, we must choose 
that Law—for the Law of God is the only al¬ 
ternative to the lawlessness of tyranny, whether 
it be the tyranny of a Pharaoh or a commissar or 
the tyranny of our own passions and our own 
fears. 

If we would choose liberty, we must choose 
that Law—if that is not one of America’s ideals, 
then America is poor indeed, and doomed. 

But if we believe, as the founders of this Uni- 
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versity believed, that the Law of God is and 
must always be an American ideal, then it is 
worth the giving of the last ounce of our strength, 
the last drop of our blood, the last breath of our 
lives. 

Let me speak to the students of this Univer¬ 
sity—to you whose lives are before you. 

I do not know when or how this choice be¬ 
tween the law and the lawless will come to you. 

It will come every day, really—but it will also 
come, perhaps only once, on a day and in a way 
that will determine your whole life. 

Let me quote Albert Einstein again: 

“Try not to become a man of success but rather 
try to become a man of value. He is considered 
successful in our day who gets more out of life 
than he puts in. But a man of value will give 
more than he receives.” 

Einstein is right. 

The Law of God is a law of giving. 

It demands generosity—bigness. 

It does not mark out a path for pygmies, a 
safe little trail for safe little timid people. 

It is an adventure and it costs something. 

The choice of liberty and the Law may come to 
you in a form that will cost your very heart—but 
that is why it is worthwhile. 

It may not look worthwhile, compared to the 
enticements of false gods—but look harder, when 
your eyes are weariest and when the night around 
you is as black as pitch—keep looking, as Colum¬ 
bus did, and there, on the yet unseen shore, there 
burns a light. 

Do you know Spencer's translation of John 
1,5? “And the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overpower it” 
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That is the final secret. 

The darkness does not overpower it, ever. 

The bush burns, but it is not consumed. 

The end of the human story is that it has 
no end. 

When we are young, this sometimes seems 
unreal—and in any case something far away. 

When one reaches the age of 76, it is no long¬ 
er something far away. 

If I may borrow a phrase from the poet whose 
memory is so cherished here there does come 
a “sunset touch”; and one can almost see the 
shore, the harbor as well as the harbor-light. 

And is this, do you think, only the wishful 
thinking of the old? 

No. 

Even apart from faith, reason itself gives 
grounds for that “unfaltering trust.” 

In all nature, nothing is ever lost. 

The molecule does not destroy the atom; the 
cell does not destroy the molecule; the organism 
does not destroy the cell—but in every instance 
raises it to a form of existence higher than its 
own. 

Life is changed, not taken away. 

The highest form of life that has appeared on 
earth is the mind and spirit of man. If the mind 
of man dies with his body, it is a reversal of the 
whole course of nature—the whole of creation 
becomes a wasteful force, and every human life 
a tiresome, cruel joke. 

And as for the ideals that we have met to 
talk about today—to talk about ideals in a uni¬ 
verse with no hereafter would only raise out of 
its emptiness the hollow echo of a mocking laugh; 
and all the men and women who have ever lived 
by ideals, from Moses to Buddha to Gandhi and 
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Albert Schweitzer, would be fools and wastrels. 

But that is not the kind of universe we live 
in. 

All history, all our experience, belies it. 

We have not been wasting our time, meeting 
here to talk and think about ideals—the ideals 
that America shares with every man, in every 
nation, who upholds the Eternal Law- 

Coming from the mind of God and flowering 
in the mind of man, those ideals cannot die. 

We cannot even kill them with our compromis¬ 
es and our disloyalties. 

As long as the world lasts—and beyond— 
those ideals will live. 

We can fail them—but they will not fail us. 

If we make them in truth and in deed our 
ideals, we cannot lose. 

You see, the fact of the matter is that the 
battle is already won—only a good many people, 
in America and the rest of the world, haven't 
heard the news yet. 

They are waiting for you, my younger fellow- 
students, to tell them! 


The Foundation of Freedom is an address delivered 
by Cecil B. DeMille at the Fifth Annual Conference 
on American Ideals, October 12, 1957, Baylor Univer¬ 
sity, Waco, Texas. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office M.eimmnduin • 


1/ 


UNITED STATES GOVERN 


Director, FBI 


DATE: 2/18/58 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


SAG, Los Angeles (80-295) 


ILLE 


DIVISION 


✓ 


Vi 


Mr. 

Mr. Boardman.,^ 
r< L. .... 

Mr. 

Mr. Eokch..„_.... 

Mr, Ta;nia_ 1 

safe 


lv'6om_ 

Mr. Holloman. 
Miss Gan#_ 



ATT: TRAINING AND 

INSPECTION D: 


b 1 *} £**§ 

/ lap# 


The above-captioneq of this office, who is a 

prominent motion picture producer ana director, is scheduled to de¬ 
part from Los Angeles via American Air Lines at 9?00 A.M. on 2/19/58 
for New York City where he will remain in connection with business 
matters until 2/27/58. While in New York, he will reside at the 
Plaza Hotel. According to present plans, he will return to Los j y 
Angeles via American Air Lines at 5:00 P.M. on 2/27/58. L . 

On Saturday, 2/22/58, Mr. DeMille is scheduled to travel p5 
from New York to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, where he will receive n 
an award from the Freedom Foundation for his outstanding contrlbu- ^ 
tion to America. The presentation of this award will be televised fl 
nationally over the facilities of the American Broadcasting Company ; 
between 3*30 P.M. and 4:30 P.M. (EST) on Saturday, 2/22/58. 


O 

* <M 


Mr. DeMille has advised that all of his travel arrange¬ 
ments and hotel reservations have been completed by Paramount 
Pictures, Inc.; however, usual courtesies have been extended to 
him in connection with this trip. 


, I ao 

^ R Ui 

£• \ u - 


A copy of this letter is being designated for the New 
York and Philadelphia Offices so they will be aware of Mr. DeMille 1 s 
visit to those areas. Inasmuch as he might possibly contact either 
of those offices should an occasion arise, in which event the usual 
courtesies could be afforded him. juftirrt 

As ■ CQtuMNED 

(5) HERfi-i IS -.A 

? KBs ^ B ,. 1 /jS-M 

y 5 u t t -* ■ 


il 


(5) 

DKB:AB 

2 - Bureau (Air Mail) 

1 - New York (Air Mail) 

1 - Philadelphia (Air Mail) 
1 - Los Angeles 
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Tolson 
Nichols _ 
Boardman 
Belmont _ 
Mohr_ 


Parsons 
Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Trotter .. 
Nease — 


Tele. Room 
Holloman - 
Gandy —- 



February 19, 1958 



O . ' - 

Mr. Cecil B. deMiUe 
2010 deMilie Drive 
Hollywood, California 

Dear Mr. deMiUe: 

I deeply appreciate receiving yotir letter 
of the 13th together with the communications reflecting 
reaction to the showing of "TbeTen Commandments” in 
penal institutions. 

This ghnerous igfesture on your part will 
surely reap rich dividends and some of the inmates are 
certainly going to try to make an honest re-evaluation of 
their moral philosophy. 

Unfortunately, I know only too well that 
there are others who cannot be reached by any means and 
who will always be a menace to society. 

Keep up your good work—I only wish oar 

country had more Cecil B. deMIUes. 

...» 

With every best wish. 


Sincerely yours. 
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PnCTOMEg C©IIW3)[RATI]©H' 


WEST COAST STUDIOS 


5451 MARATHON STREET 

TELEPHONE 
HOLLYWOOD 9-241? 



HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF. 


CABLE ADORESS 
‘FAMFILM* 


j Mr. Tolson- 

j Mr. Boardman— 

I Mr. Belmont- 

| Mr. 

J Mr. Neas§i§^K_ 

S Mr. Parsons- 

I Mr. Rosen- 

I Mr. Tamm- 

I Mr. Trotter- 

I Mr. Clayton- 

Tele. Room- 

Mr. Holloman- 

flfisV Ganfe- 


13 February 1958 


J/ 






The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


rj W' 


Remembering your interest in prison work, I am 


sure you will be interested in the enclosed copies of letters 
which I recently received from the Governor of Utah, the Acting 
,..Warden of the Utah State Prison, the Warden of Leavenworth Peni- 

i 

tentiary, and two inmates of the Utah State Prison, whose names 

1 

1 have been deleted to protect their identity, regarding some 
[special screenings of THE TEN COMMANDMENTS in penal institutions. 

This all began when an inmate of the Utah State 
Prison wrote me that the prisoners there would like to see 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS - and that they only had available $12.50 
which they would gladly pay as rental for the film. 




cvos 



With the cooperation of Paramount Pictures Corpora¬ 


tion, I had a special print of the picture made for the express 

, : (> 

purpose of providing such screeningswithout any charge, in any 




prison which ..wanted such a screening and had* proper 


J%h' 




<M % 

4, 


uf projection equipment. So far THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

J a . j|J?EC- 59 k£l ' ;3 ^. 

(morej 

\ CURRENT PRODUCTION ^JL© FEB 20 1958 

. .. f/"THE TEN COMMANDMENTS" S^ 5, f FT**, ST? . 

Web 17 1958 



CURRENT PRODUCTION 
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The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 


-2- 


13 February 1958 


has been shown under this arrangement at the Utah State Prison, 
at Leavenworth, and at San Quentin. We have not yet heard from 
San Quentin, but the enclosed letters are an indication of what 
may be accomplished by this plan - which I owe to the suggestion 
of a prisoner. 

These letters will gladden your heart - as they 
do mine - because of your deep interest in the vitally important 
work of rehabilitating, whenever possible, those confined in our 
penal institutions. 


Sincerely, 




Cecil B. deMille 


CBdM:el 
Enel. 








V'm 


7 


Geo 



» 


fc. R N o 



St at i : oi- I'taii 

n IIHIWUHIHIUIHIWfc 

office: of the governor 

Salt Lakj: City 

January 24, 1958 


Mr. Cecil B. deMille 
Paramount Pictures Corporation 
5451 Marathon Street 
Hollywood 38, California 

Dear Mr. deMille: 

The staff of the State Prison and the Board of 
Corrections have informed me of your contribution of a 
screening of the ’’Ten Commandments" at Vhe Prison. Your 
unselfish response to a request by the inmates is indeed 
heart warming. 

There is no way to evaluate the benefit that will 
be derived by numerous incarcerated men across the country, 
as a result of your kindness. 

I appreciate very much your splendid contribution 
toward the rehabilitation of the men of our State Prison. 

Yours sincerely, 



George D. Clyde 












MARCELL GRAHAM 
WARDEN 



j^iaie prison 

box 250 Draper, Utah 


January 2, 1958 


CHAIRMAN 

DR. LESLIE D. BURBIDGE 
CALVIN A. BEHLE 

Samuel C. Powell 
Norman Sims 
A. Ray curtis 
George B. Handy 
DR.Anthon S. Cannon 


Mr. Cecil B. DeMille 
Paramount Studio 
5451 Marathon Street 
Hollywood, California 

Dear Mr, DeMille: 

In behalf of the Utah State Prison Staff and Inmate Personnel, we 
certainly want to express our sincere appreciation for your out¬ 
standing gesture in placing at our disposal the fabulous and in¬ 
spirational movie, n The Ten Commandments. M 

We feel that you are certainly performing a great service for this 
type of people in the great sacrifice that you have made in obtain¬ 
ing this film and placing it on a prison circuit. We also appreciate 
the opportunity of being first on the list for the viewing of this 
spectacular film. 

It really was a great success and had the largest audience of any 
entertainment of this type in this institution. There were only 
2 or 3 inmates who were otherwise occupied and did not attend the 
showing of this movie. 

We shall always be indebted to you for your generosity in providing 
this picture for us. 


Very sincerely, 
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UTAH STATE PRISON 
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JOHN W<*7TURNER 
Acting Warden 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

BUREAU OF PRISONS 

UNITED STATES PENITENTIARY 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

February 6, 1958 


Mr. Cecil© B. DeMille 
Paramount Pictures Corporation 
5451 Marathon Avenue 
Hollywood 38, California 

My Dear Mr. DeMille* 

Tour film, The Ten CaimMndmenta . was shown, in accordance with 
the instructions furnished by your office, to three audiences of spell¬ 
bound and grateful inmates here at the U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 


As a rule, films that contain a reference to spiritual ideals 
are not too popular among many of our inmates. I, personally, observed 
their reaction and can state to you that there was rapt attention, bor¬ 
dering on reverence, on the part of each member of the audience. 


Aside from the dramatics, the settings, and the scenery of the 
film, all of which are unsurpassed in excellence, I am confident from the 
many remarks received, that many inmates grasped the fuller meaning of 
this great story. Indicative of the general response is the following 
remark made by one inmate* "I have seen many motion pictures in prisons 
and I know pretty well what inmates like in the way of entertainment. 

'He was somewhat dubious as to their reaction to The Ten Commandments 
in view of its scriptural theme.' Never have I seen inmates so studious¬ 
ly absorbed in a motion picture, nor have I ever heard such unanimous 
approval, by an inmate body, for a film that pulls no punches in spot¬ 
lighting the principles upon which freedoms are based. 8 The staff members 
and our chaplains informed me that there were only expressions of grati¬ 
tude for the opportunity of seeing this wonderful f ilm . 


Please accept my personal thanks for your graciousness in making 
this motion picture available to our inmate population. Indeed, the film 
drives home a lesson in cause and effect which we, frequently, are unable 
to get across to those confined within our institution. In behalf of sy 
staff and the inmate body of our institution, I again wish to add ray per¬ 
sonal gratitude for the great help you have given us in releasing this 
film to us. 



cct Jams8 V. Bennett, Director 
U.3. Bureau of Prisons 

Vmnhimjr+M n_fl f 
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December 25, 1957 
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Hr. Cecil B. deMllle • ^ 

Paramount Pictures Corporation, 

5451 Marathon Street, 4 

Hollywood 38, California 


Dear Mr. deMille: 

I can think of no words in the English language that could possibly 
convey to you the heart-felt gratitude of the men of this insti%iti©a 
for your warm-hearted generosity in bringing us the TEN COMMANDtfflNTS. 


Our only* regret is that you could not be here to have seen the expressions 
on the faces of the men as they sat in ave-struck silence, watching this 
magnificent portrayal of one of the Bible’s greatest stories unfold before 
them. When 565 inmates Of a penal institution will sit absolutely silent 
for three hours and thirty-nine minutes, scarcely breathing, and not even 
waiting for the intermission, you can be sure that the TEN COMMANDMENTS is 
everything you intended it to be! There is no doubt in our 565 collective 
minds that this magnificent production will, go down in the annals of .etovie- 
dom’s history as the greatest picture ever filmed. 

I am enclosing a clipping from one of the Salt lake City papers that may 
give you an idea of the way we feel towards you for making it possible for 
us to see this marvelous picture * There is no doubt in my mind but what 
God had His hand on your shoulder throughout the long hours that were Ob¬ 
viously spent in bringing this great story to the motion picture screen. 

Please accept our simple but heart-felt thanks for making this Christmas 
one that will long be remembered by the 565 men who live here, and may 
God bless you and yours in whatever you do. ^ 




OEC 3tt 19ST 


Cecil 1* 4•Mill* 
paramount pictures oorp. 
5451 Marathon Street 
Hellyweod 38, California 


Daar nr. Datdlle : 

I hawe just oome from the showing of your great film, 

"THE TEN COMMANDMENTS", here at the Utah state prison, and, 
ainee I originated the idea of writing to you some months 
ago, i feel oeiled upon to thank you personally for your 
oomplianoe with my request that the picture be shown here* 

Then I first wrote to you I had no idea that it would 
lead to the film being shown in prisons throughout the ooun- 
try, but i am extremely grateful for hawing the priwilege of 
being, in seme small way, instrumental in auoh an undertak¬ 
ing. pawing seen the ploture here today, and watohing some of 
the mens* reeotions to it, leawes me with the feeling of ao- 
oomplishment that i hawen*t had for quite some time—of haw- 
ing done something good for the men with whom I lire, your 
generosity in prowiding the picture for us has made this a 
fast, and that is something else i haws to thank you for* 

•THE TEE CQMUtMOMENTS "has been lauded by erltles uherewer 
it has been shown, and understandably so* i am not a oritie, 
hevewer, so I oan only giwe you my personal reaction to it. i 


am avod by it. Not as a rnowie, for its entsrtalnment walue. 


although it was entertaining, but by tha emotional disturbance. 


■ ai I : 


the impest that it had for mo 


inspiredby it at 

NATION COMTAl-'iC: 
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Ill rnlir allows it to few. Through the Mllu tf your pieturej 
the Blblleal TtrVltgt has takas an a new meaning for me, far it 
oaablnas tha immagination, skill, sad parsonal experiences af 
thousands of parsons who took part Id tha production and brought 
it to Ufa. For a faw hours, i lived with noses. The religeous 
issues involved vara handled in suoh a way as to offend no-one, 
yet the oonvietlons expressed vara not watered down to a mean¬ 
ingless piousness, as has been tha ease in many religeous filas 
that i have seen. 

To ms, Tha Tan commandments presents a ohallenge, and I am 
of the opinion that any thinking person, after seeing it, must 
not only oonsldar it favorably, but must r<*-evaluate soma of his 
ava oonvietlona, learn from it, and make personal adjustments to 
meet some of tha moral and religeous demands of Christianity, or, 
if you will, tho demands af belonging to humanity. 

My thanks to you Is not just for your generosity in making 
the film available to us and to tha other prisons in the oevntry, 
but also for making suoh a pioture. 

Sinoe my initial oorrespondenee with you, my term of office 
has expired, and I am no longer secretary af tha inmate Advisory 
Counoll hare. I axpaot that they will sand you a latter expres¬ 
sing their appreciation. This, however, is my eon expression of 

gratitude end esteem. gay you continue to present suoh films as 
this to the public. 
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Mr. Cecil B. deMille 
2010 deMille Drive 
Hollywood 

Los Angeles, California 
Dear Mr. deMille: 


April 10, 1958 


I was deeply pleased to learn that you have been 
named ’’Lay Churchman of the Year” by the Washington Pilgrimage, 
and 1 wish to offer you my heartiest personal congratulations on this 
richly deserved recognition. 


Your pictures have been a powerful source for good 
and have influenced millions of Americans. It is a privilege to have 
a man such as you for a friend, and I wish you every success in your 
future endeavors. 

. 

With my very best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 


V. 


Tolson 


Boardman 
Belmont __ 
Mohr _ 


Nease 


P arsons 
Rosen _ 
Tamm _ 


Trotter . 
Clayton 


Tele. Room 
Holloman 
Gandy _ 
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NOTE: Mr. deMille is on the Special Correspon 
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'PkRMTOtlMT PnCTTOES ConmDIRATfldM 


WEST COAST STUDIOS 


5451 MARATHON STREET 1 A 


TELEPHONE 
HOLLYWOOD 9-2411 



ft I HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF, 


CABLE ADDRESS 
'FAMFILM' 


17 April 1958 


1 / 



RoSCM 

Tamm_ 

T rotter._ 

Clayton,,. 

. Room. 
Holloman, 


t ’ 


The Honorable 
J. Edgar-Hoover 

United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 


\ 


Thank you for your letter of April 10 
congratulating me upon being named "Lay Churchman of 
the Year" by the Washington Pilgrimage. It is good 
of you to take time from your busy life to notice 
this honor done to one who is honored also to be num¬ 


bered among your friends. 


Sincerely, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
OAT F sMJn BY-S 
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Cecil B. deMille 


K<* 


*1ax> 




CURRENT PRODUCTION 

"THE TEN COMMANDMENTS" 


IAY 10958 
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X REC-50 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ATTENTION: 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) 

y 

RE: CECIL B- de m tt.t.f. 

jpoca 

JaJf # 


DE MILLE, prominent motion picture producer and 
director, departing Saturday 6/7/58 at 9:00 a.m. via American 
Airlines, flight number 2, for New York, where will stay at 
the Plaza Hotel until Thursday, 6/12/58. Thab^day ^Lll motor 
to Philadelphia to receive degree of Doctor og*LawsM*rom 
Temple University. Ceremonies at university s^hedu-Ced for 
Convention Hall for 9:50 a.m. that day. Thereafterjwill motor 
back to New York City. c\> u. 



TRAINING AND INSPECTION 



DE MILLE will leave New York for Waggingtjln, D. C. 
Sunday, 6/15/58,. via American Airlines at 4:05gp.m.v^ arriving 
Washington 5:20 v p.m. Will stop at Mayflower Hbtel uVitil 
Tuesday 6/17/587' While in Washington, DE MILLE will testify 
;at hearings before Labor Management Relations Sub-Committee 
of the House Committee on Education and Labor. Appearance 
before Committee scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Monday 6/16/58. 

DE MILLE will leave Washington, D. C. Tuesday, 
6/17/58 via American Airlines at 12:00 noon to return to 
Los Angeles. 



Usual courtesies have been extended to DE MILLE 
in connection with this trip; however, arrangements for his 
transportation and hotels being handled by Paramount Pictures 


pec-13S 


Bureau , . 

1 - New York 
1 - Philadephia 
1 - Los Angeles 
JMC:pra 
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ecial AaeAlOin Charge 






















LA 80-295 


representatives in cities to be visited. 

Bureau, New York and Philadelphia Offices advised 
oft DE MILLE v s trip as occasion might arise for him to make 
contact with Bureau while in cities mentioned. 
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Approved: 


18 J 

W0 1i 0 3 ;■ 

~ Sent~_ 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Office Memorandum 




: Mr. Nease 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: July 18, 1958 


; 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mg/$t 


CECIL B. DE MILLE 
2010 DE MILLE DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


Tolson _ 

Boardman _ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

N ease^M, 

Parsons _ 

R 

Tamm _ 

Trotter _ 

Clayton _ 

Tele. Room 
HolLenhan A_ 

GanHvMlliP 


—' The Los Angeles Office advised by letter of 7-15-58 that Cecil BmpWpvin 
deMille suffered a mild heart attack on 6-19-58 and a second attack on 6-22-58. * )]W 
He was taken to a hospital in Hollywood where he suffered a more severe attack i 
during the first week of his confinement. He currently is making satisfactory 
progress and is able to be up and walk about his room for short periods of time. 

He is expected to return to his home around July 20, 1958. An elevator is being ^ , j 
installed at his residence to eliminate his climbing the stairs. v 

In view of the lapse of time since he became ill, it is not felt a 
letter from the Director should now be forwarded; however, it is noted that the 
Director always sends Mr. deMille a note of congratulations on his birthday which 
is August 12. It is felt a reference to Mr.’ deMille* s illness and recovery could 
be appropriately made in the birthday note. In this connection, a letter to Los 
Angeles has been prepared and is attached advising that office to inform the Bureau 
by airtel no later than August 5, 1958, concerning deMille*s progress and recovery. 
Also a birthday letter had already been prepared by Crime Records Section, dated 
August 8, 1958, and sent through to be held for mailing on that date. We could have 
this letter returned and when the reply from Los Angeles is received an appropriate 
note from the Director relative to deMille's birthday and his recovery from his 

illness will be submitted for mailing on August 8, 1958. j \|_[_ INFORMATION CONTAINED 
RECOMMENDATIONS: HEREIN IS wjuLASSIFIED 


-— y—~ —• —T 1 . 

(1) That the attached letter to Los Angeles be approved. 


(2) That the present birthday letter to deMille dated August 8, 1958, 
be returned to Crime Records Section. A 

- . ^ • ^Y 


(3) That an appropriate communication relative to deMille* s 
birthday and recovery from his illness be prepared after the report from Los Angeles 

is received on August 5, 1958. / ffiClM'i. . t i - y > 


Enclosure 7~~X X ~-<SB 
.1 - Miss Gandy % ~f)^ " 

feBF:mj(/^(5) AUG 18 1? 
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SAC, Los Angeles (80*295) 


July 21, 1958 


Director, FBI 


EC- 
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CECIL B. DE MILLE 
SaC CONTACT 




/■ 




tleurlet July 15, 1958. 


Due to the lapse of time since Mr. deMille suffered the 
heart attacks, no communication to him concerning his illness is being 
sent at this time; however, a letter over my signature on another matter 
will be directed to Mr. deMille on or about August 8, 1958. Prior to 
that time I would like another report on his progress and recovery so 
that mention can be made concerning his illness in the letter to him. 

You should advise the Bureau of his condition, and whether or not he has 
returned to his home, by airtel to reach the Bureau no later than 
August s, 1958, Attention: Crime Records Section. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



/ 

/, 
£/•' * 



n 


v 


NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Nease memo dated July 18, 1958, captioned 
Cecil B. deMille, 2010 deMille £>rive, Hollywood, California.” CBF:mjo 
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"Office Memorandum • 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


, FBI 




DATE: JUly 15, 


OtftA 


ROM 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (@©-295) 

O 


SUBJECT: 


W 




TT.TJg ✓ 


8 "°5 /°°^ 

J3 / w 


On July 14, 1958, Research 

Assistant to the above captioned sac contact, advised that 
Mr. BE MILLS suffered a mild heart attack at his home on 
June 19 , 1958. 

Mr. BE MILLS had returned from a trip to New York 
and Washington, B. C., on June 17, 1958, in an exhausted 
condition. Subsequently, on June 22, 1958, Mr. BE MILLS 
suffered a second heart attack and was immediately,taken to 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital in Hollywood, where he has been 
since. Following his entry into the hospital, he suffered 
a more severe attack and during the first week of his con¬ 
finement, his condition was described as "fair." K7r 

Since suffering his last heart attack during the 
week of June 23> 1958, Mr. BE MULE has been making satis¬ 
factory progress and has now recovered to the degree where 
he is able to be up for varying periods of each day and to 
walk about his room for short periods • He is receiving no 
visitors and will not be able to leave the hospital until 
elevator facilities, which are being Installed i n his home 
tn avoid h^ s climbing any stairs, are completed.| 

|stated that the installation of this elevator 
facility - Is presently scheduled to be completed by July 20, 
1958# and that Mr. BE MIME will probably go heme shortly 
thereafter if his condition continues to be satisfactory. 



According td Mr. BE MILLE* s. busi¬ 

ness activities will be greatjy curbai led in the future and 
he may not be back in his offices at the Paramount Studios > 
for several months. _ _ Z O/h 

REC-19 ^ ^ ^ t[' 

The foregoing is being broug^tj tiOL Me^^reau* s 
attention for its information. « 


2 - Bureau 
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Offic'e Memorandum 
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: DIRECTOR, FBI 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNM 


DATE: July 28, 


: SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) ATTENTION: Crime Record 


\ 


SUBJECT: 


[EMILLE 


b7C 







Mr, 

Mr, M fi/wYZ, 

Tele. Room 
Mr. Holl .man„,. iW 

Mias Gandy 


Re Bureau letter, July 21, 1958. 


w} 


On July 23, 1958|_ 

to the above captioned contact, advised that Mr. DE MILLE returned 
to his home from the hospital on July 20, 1958. He is currently 
convalescing at his residence, and is not expected to return to t 
his off ing at i~,he P aramount pictures. Incorporated, for several V 
months. | mentioned that Mr. DE MILLE is progressing jf 

nicely ana s pends some t ime each day walk ing in his flower garden , 4\ 
He is also currently dictating limited correspondence to his *3 

residential private secretary. -k 7c |_ 

f 

Although the above comments concerning Mr. DE MILLE indic^ 
that he is making satisfactory progress in recovering from his 
recent heart attacks, Mr. WILLI AI^iEIKLEJOHN. Talent Pi rector at . / 
Paramount Pictures, Incorporated, advised SA " - !j 

July 22, 1958, that Mr. DE MILLE 1 s condition is a cause or consider-* 
able worry to the Paramount Pictures Executive Staff, inasmuch as hi? 
condition varies considerably from dav to dav. being quite good j 

one day and merely fair the next. Mr. MEIKLEJOHN mentioned that 
it will be a‘long time in his opinion before Mr. DE MILLE is able 
to make any visits to the studionfor even brief periods of time, n , 

Regular contact has been maintained with the DE MILLE /'J 
office concerning the progress of Mr. DE MILLE*s recovery and he/^ 
is aware of the interest being expressed by the Director and this 
agency in his well-being. The Bureau will be advised of any 
subsequent information learned concerning Mr. DE MILLE*s recovery. 
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August 3, 1958 
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(p 3 & 


Mr. CecU B. deMilie 
2010 deMilie Drive 
Hollywood, California 

Dear Mr. deMIUe: 



1 wanted to send you this personal note of heartiest 
birthday greetings and to extend my very best wisbps for a speedy 
and complete recovery from your illness. 


CO 


My associates hav e been keening me Informed as to 
your progress, and Special Agent ]h*a advised me 

of his pleasant chat with you on Wednesday. I am pleased that you 
are doing so well. We all hope that you are soon able to return to 
your regular schedule. 


I trust your birthday will be a happy one, and may 
the years ahead be filled with an abundance of all good things. 


1 


1 ^ ,. HP 
gr\ / I 
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With kind regards, 


Sincerely yours. 
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Tolson _ 

Boardman _ 

Belmont .— _ 

Mohr - 

Nease __ 

Parsons __ 

Rosen ________ 

Tamm ________ 

Trotter _ 

Clayton __ 

Tele. Room - 

Holloman _ 

Gandy _ 



NOTE: Mr. deMilie was born 8/12/31. Address and salutation per 
Bureau mailing list. 
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Date: 8/6/58 


Transmit the following message via 


AIRTEL 


TO: 


PROM: 


RE: 


AIR MAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

ISAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) 

CECIL B. Q* MILLE 


ATTENTION: CRIME 1 

SECTIO] 


I Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Bcfmont f ' 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Mr. Parsons_ 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tamm___ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Miss Gandy_ 

iCORBS——— 


Remylet 7 / 28 / 58 . 

On August 6 , 1958, SA 
the above captioned contact at * 
for about an hour. 


visited with 
residence garden 


While DE MILLE weighed considerably less than he 
did prior to his recent illness, he is alert and vigorous. 
Portions of each day DE MILLE spends at his residential desk, 
dictating to his secretary and considering plans for the 
release of "1316 Buccaneer," a new DE MILLE production 
directed by his son-in-law, ANTHONY QUINN. 

DE MILLE is planning to spend the coining week end 
at his ranch. He wants to resume office hours at Paramount 
Pictures as soon as possible, and will probably spend part 
of August 12, 1958, his 77th birthday anniversary, at studio , 
office. 
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Cecil B. deMille 
2010 deMille Drive 
Hollywood, California 




v 



Dear Mr. deMille: 



August 26, 1958 



1 was very sorry to learn that it will not be possible 
for you to attend the reception Mr. Emmett C. McGaughey is giving 
for me later today. It would certainly be a treat to have the pleasure 
of your company. 







While I was hoping to see you on this occasion, I 
think you are wise in obey big your doctor's orders so that you will 
not interrupt your recovery. It is encouraging to know that you are 
progressing so well, and X hope you will soon be able to return to 
your normal activities. 

TJ 



Sincerely yours, 

(s ) J. Edgar / • :Vbl- 

Mailed by the hirooter 
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NOTE: Address and salutation per mailing list. 
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Erwin Wasey, Ruthraupf & Ryan, Inc. 

A-V5; S ' N 3 

5045 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD • LOS ANGELES 36, CALIFORNIA • WEBSTER 1-1211 


EMMETT C. McGAUGHEY 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT 


August 21, 1958 


The Honorable John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles, California 


Dear Mr. Hoovers 


You will be interested in the attached letter which can be 
destroyed when you have read it. Mr. deMille is recuperating 
at his residence and the address appears below, in the event 
you would care to drop him a note. 


Kindest personal regards, 
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Los Angeles 27, California 
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■PnCTTIUlRIE 

WEST COAST STUDIOS 


5451 MARATHON STREET §£ 


TELEPHONE 
HOLLYWOOD 9-2411 






iti HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF. 


CABLE ADDRESS 
’FAMFILM' 


13 August 1958 


Mr. Emmett C. McGaughey 
$0\\$ Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles 36 , California 

Dear Mr. McGaughey: 

Mr. deMille has asked me to thank you 
for your birthday greeting and to express his very great 
regret that he will be unable to attend the reception 
you are giving for the Hon. J. Edgar Hoover at the Wilshire 
Country Club on August 26 th.. I need not tell you how much 
Mr. deMille admires Mr. Hoover. However, although Mr. 
deMille is making a splendid recovery from his recent ill¬ 
ness, he is still obeying his doctor's restrictions in the 
matter of outside engagements and I am sure that you will 
agree that he is wise to do so. 


Yours sincerely. 



Dona 

Executive Assistant 
to Cecil B. deMille 
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"THE TEN COMMANDMENTS" 
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See Me-:-_- -1 -( 
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Note and Return__i2i_( 

Prepare Reply- : - T —;-( 

| For Your Recommendation-( 

j What are the facts? .-( 

Remarks: — 
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FED ERA! BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUST5CE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JAN 21 1959 A) 

TELETYPE 


URGENT 1^1-59 8-28 AM DS 

TO DIRIXTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC LOS ANGELES IP 

O 

CECIL B. DE MILLE, 


Mr. _ 

BefanoBt 
Mr. Mohr, 

Mr. Neast 
Mr. Parse 
Mr. Eos® 

Mr. Tami v _ 

Mr. Trotter__ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Boom_ 

Mr. Holloman___ 
Miss Gaady. 


ILa*, 8 ° C ? 
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DE MILLE DIED THIS MORNING *kuM 




END ACK PLS 

11-28 AM OK FBI WA JS 
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-HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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J Mr. Parson 
I Mr. Rosen___ j 
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FUNERAL SERV_„„„ FOR 


URGENT 1-£J>59 HAM FTO 

TO DIR^TOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, LOS ANGELES 1P^ 

6/ 

REMYTEL TODAY. CECIL B. DE MILLE, 


DE MILLE SCHEDULED FOR ST. STEPHENS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SIX ONE TWO EIGHT 
YUCCA STREET, HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, FRIDAY JANUARY TWO THREE NEXT/ 

AT ELEVEN AM. BODY WILL NOT LIE IN STATE. ^ t rz j 

END AND ACK PLS ^ 

2-00 PM OK FBI WA JS . JAN 28 tH» l MX-- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 
, U. S. DEPAK 

COMMUN! 



JNVESTluATiON 
IF JUSTICE 



JAN 211959 

WESTiSRN UNIO 






BI 15 ST PERSONAL PAID 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 

I WAS DEEPLY SADDENED BY THE NEWS Of^YOUR FATHER’S PASSING, 

AND I WANT TO OFFER MY HEARTFELT SYMPATHY TO YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY,* THE MILLIONS WHO ADMIRED AND RESPECTED HIM WILL 
CERTAINLY FELXX FEEL THIS GREAT LOSS. ALL OF HIS FRIENDS IN THE 
FBI SHARE YOUR GRIEF AT THIS TRYING TIME, AND WE URGE YOU TO LET 
US KNOW IF WE CAN BE OF ANY HELP. I HOPE YOU CAN FIND SOME. 

A K 

COMFORT IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS LOVED BY ALL AND THAT 
HIS MANY UNPARALLELED ACCOMPLISHMENTS WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN 


1-21-59 3-23 PM 


t ' 






8 I 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

btBdiV ly> u 

DATL^kK 



BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



THE CHARGES ON YOUR BI15 ARE 6XXX $.// DYMIE PL«U 69 YAX 
TOTAL $7.52 

yOK TU VERY MUCH AND YOU SEND A MESSENGER FOR THEM? 

YEU WE .WILL THANK YOU BI 


i 














Our local contact at ParamounWictures has j 
advised that-Sto* deMille isjrery ill and has 

| to^fereat degree. 

Accordingly, he suggested we write to Mr. 
deMille*s daughter who, with her husband, 
lives at the deMille home. . 
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7C 


TELEGRAM 


URGENT 



//f 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


I WAS 


BY THE NEWS OF YOUR FATHER’S PASSING, 


* 

' \ 


\ 


AND I WANT TO OFFER MY HEARTFELT SYMPATHY TO YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY. THE MILLIONS WHO ADMIRED AND RESPECTED HIM WILL 
CERTAINLY FEEL THIS GREAT LOSS. ALL OF HIS FRIENDS IN THE FBI 
SHARE YOUR GRIEF AT THIS TRYING TIME, AND WE URGE YOU TO LET 
US KNOW IF WE CAN BE OF ANY HELP. I HOPE YOU CAN FIND SOME 
COMFORT IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS LOVED BY ALL AND THAT 
HIS MANY UNPARALLELED ACCOMPLISHMENTS WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN 


BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 


ll is^fuiuviMhU^ 

IS.UNCLAS 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DATE ? 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


' Gt - Today,- at the services- for Cecil- . 

B. u)eMille, officials of Paramount' spoke, 
most approvingly of your message of con¬ 
dolence to the family. Mr. Y. Franlffi Free- 
man especially expressed his gratitude and~,_ 
appreciation. 

Mr. DeMille's death was a great 
shock. The day before he died, I talked at 
some length -.with Frank^LFreem an who said that 
he had that day been told by Mr. DeMille's 
doctors that Mr. DeMille's condition was 
much improved. He had suffered a heart 
attack on the previous Saturday but had sur¬ 
vived and the physicians felt his chances 
were excellent. 




ALL INFORMATION CON I e 
HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED 


I thought you would like to know , 
of the.gratitude expressed concerning your Q 
message. "f, ■ 

—-- - —.-— — -Sincerely— -— - — 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoover., , 4 -z a / 
Director R EC . 69 ^ / ' 

Federal Bureau of In vesti gation 
Washington, D. C. — 
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STANDARD FOPM NO. 64 


Office Mem I 




UNITED STOTES GOVERNMENT 


TO 




SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-295) 


DATE: 1/26/59 



CECIL B.DE MILLS 


ATTENTION : TRAINING & INSPECTION 

DIVISION 


b7C 


The above captioned individual is being deleted from the | 


pf this Office, as he passed away on l/2l/59* 


3-‘ Bureau 
T- Los Angeles 
JMCsfet 
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July 19, 1960 



De 



I was distressed to learn of the passing 




of your mother, and I do want you to know that the 

thoughts of your inahy friends are with you in your 
sorrow. Please call on us if there is anything we 


assist 


*r 


Sincerely yours 
Edgar Boo^a^ 
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DATE 


Tolson __ 

Mohr __ 

Parsons _ 

Belmont _ 

Callahan _ 

DeLoach ___ 

Malone _^ 

McGuire _ z. 

Hosen __ 

Tamm _ 

Trotter _ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram_ 

Gandy._ 


- y - :-.!ri§D / 
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NOTE: Mr. Cec il fe. deMi lle.,wai 
and when he died 1- 21-59 his dam 
was very ill and hacj i 
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pe Special Correspondents’ List, 
was sent condolences as Mrs. <feM 
to a great degree. Address 
1^21-59, ^ v 
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OFFICE OF DIRECT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES 




TIOI 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Dear Mr Hoover, 

Thank you for your thought of me 
and your kind offer of assistance. 

For Mother the transition from 
one life to another was a long 
one. With her we give prayerful 
thanks that she has found release 
at last. 

Cordially, 
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Mr, Mohr_ 

Mr. Parsons_ 

Mr. Belmont_ 

^Mr. Callahan > 
J^Krv^eteach y 

&Mr. Mai one_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. Jones_ 

Mr. W.C. Sul 1 ivan 

Tele., Room_ 

Mr. Ingram_ 

Miss Holmes > 
Miss Gandy 
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URGENT 7-18- 


Parsons _ 

Belmont _.,^V 
i£allahar^C__ 
[E^lLoac hr _— 

Malone __ 

McGuire __— 

Rosen ___ 

Tamm _ 

Trotter __ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram_ 

Gandy _ 


TO DI RECTOR 

' FROM SAC LOS ANGELES 1i82010 ^ j 

CONSTANCE DE MILLE. PRM. FOR BUREAU'S INFORMATI ON, CONSTANCE,. 

MILLE, WIDOW OF C.B. <C)E MILLE. PASSED AWAY LAST NIGHT AFTE R 
A I PNG 11 INFSS. SURVIVED BYl 

|LOS ANGELES. FUNERAL SERVICES 

Ml : 00 A.M., JULY IS, i 960 , FROM ST. STEPHENS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA. F, OC CCAS., jg_fiL 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased m order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems. 
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